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I HAVE requeBted my sister to prepare this little 
book, because, in tbeesperience of twenty years m 
the ministry, I have often wanted such a book, bave 
never found in print quite what I wanted, and I bave 
thought others might feel a similar want. The devo- 
tional hand-books which allude to the Lord's Supper 
are apt to do so either in a strain of argument, or in a 
strmn of superstitious mysticism which acknowledges 
that it defies comprehension; or else writers who afieet 
broader views of religion make use of a set of words 
which can be expanded or contracted in meaning, just 
as tbe reader chooses, and so, practically, mean for him 
nothing at all. We do not say that our several chapters 
in this book are not opcu to the same criticism. I may 
say, however, that we have tried to make a book 
which shall, on the one hand, be intelligible, while, 
on the other, it does not distort into discusuon the 
emotions of an occasion of commemoration, sympathy, 
and congratulation, from which all discussion should 
be removed. 



4 PREFACE. 

In proportion as the Christian world abandons the 
effort to state in words ideas which transcend words ; in 
proportion as Christian men, who have different gifts 
and different duties, abandon the effort to make one 
statement of an average Christianity which shall satisfy 
all ; in proportion as races of different temperament and 
education are willing to admit that they differ, and as 
they shall seek unity of spirit in diversity of creed and 
ritual rather than in a galling uniformity ; in propor- 
tion, that is to say, as the Christian Church becomes 
more liberal in its verbal statements of doctrine, — it 
will also become more attached to those visible symbols 
of its common faith, hope, and love, which do not 
require the machinery of words. This is just as we 
have seen in our armies, officers and men uniting to 
the death in allegiance to the flag, who could not unite 
in any verbal explanation of the requisitions of the 
Constitution. 

In proportion, again, as the claims of a special hie- 
rarchy of preachers or priests, to be considered **the 
light of the world," or "the salt of the world," in 
virtue of some preternatural ordination, fade out of 
memory ; in proportion as the whole body of Christians 

— saints and sinners, well and sick, weak and strong 

— understand that all who have been bom into the 
Church have duties in the Church intrusted to them, — 
in that proportion will a visible symbol or service of 
communion, uniting all in the same office, gain new 
hold and more influence among Christian men. 

In proportion, again, as the Church abates in its 
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desire to unite that communion service with a statement 
of theology, or a profession of sanctity ; in proportion 
as it invites, to its services of communion, people who 
are as weak as Peter was, and as faithless as Thomas 
was, — will a share in this service of communion become 
more and more a natural part of the religious training 
of men's lives. 

.Other sections of the Church may deal as they can with 
the difficulties with which they have surrounded the com- 
munion-table. Let the Church of Home settle for its 
communicants as it can the distinction drawn there be- 
tween priest and layman ; let the churches which have 
scholastic creeds settle as they can the distinctions to be 
drawn between persons who can understand those creeds 
and those who cannot ; let the churches which divide 
the world between the saints who have had a specified 
religious experience, and all other unconscious men, 
make such provisions as they can for maintaining a 
service of communion among a separated jfraction of 
Christ's brethren and sisters : the other churches, which 
have no written creeds, and which believe that all men 
bom into the Church should be, according to their 
power. Christian ministers, will always enter with spe- 
cial ease upon the communion service, and will, most 
naturally, feel that it is a service particularly their 
own. 

In the midst of the infinite variety of religious medi- 
tations, services, and duties, there comes in, from time 
to time, this special service, devoted to Jesus Christ, 
the centre of the Christian system, — the centre, ac- 
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cording to Christian philosophy, of all history, — and 
the source of all that is peculiar in our modern life. 
Whatever question preacher or worshipper may have 
on any other occasion as to the fit theme for meditation, 
prayer, or resolve, there is no such question here. This 
service takes care of itself, suggests its own topics, and, 
as to method of administration, admits of as much 
diversity as exists in the hospitalities or in the conver- 
sation of any gathering together of friends. All other 
religious services must be tinged with that peculiar sen- 
timent of awe or amazement which attends of necessity 
the communion between limited beings and an infinite 
God, when, in the restricted language of the earth, 
men speak of the realities of heaven to the God of 
heaven. But the conununion service, so far as it is 
a service of commemoration, recalls the memory of 
events which passed on this earth in the machinery of 
human lives. It recalls words which were spoken in 
human language, and understood by the men who 
heard them. It is, therefore, the most simple of reli- 
gious services. It is to be approached with the same 
readiness with which men approach the service of 
prayer, of reading the Scripture, or the conscientious 
discharge of any other religious duty. It is a service 
simple in itself, — one which calls more naturally on 
men's hearts, and is more in accordance, indeed, with 
their daily habit in other things which are dear to them, 
than is any other of their special religious duties. 

It may be granted, that, if Jesus Christ had only 
brought a code of laws into the world, the people who 
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accepted that code might have obeyed it, and carried 
out its directions of ritual, without a special service in 
his memory and honor, as the Jews fulfilled the law 
of Moses without any special tribute dedicated to him. 
But as the Son of Grod brings the world more than 
law, as he brings it a New Life, which, in every necessity 
of society, uplifb, purifies, and increases the life which 
it finds in the world, a special service consecrated to 
his life is a characteristic service, — a service necessary 
for the completion of any Christian ritual. To repro- 
duce his life in all its energy and in all its tenderness is 
the perpetual office of the Church. It would fall short of 
that office if it simply studied his words, or worshipped 
his Father, or carried out the charities between man 
and man which he enjoins. The New Life, and 
** abundance of it," make on all men who pray for a 
future better than to-day a requisition for some form 
of religious observance which shall be quite independ- 
ent of services of worship, of resolution, or of phi- 
lanthropy. And this is only to say in abstract words, 
and therefore coldly, what he said personally, and 
therefore tenderly. He was going away; but he 
could not bear that they should forget him. It was 
not enough that they should obey him, not enough 
that they should take his name. They had loved him, 
and he begged them to love him still ; and, though he 
left them for higher service, he begged them to remem- 
ber their best friend after he had gone. 

In proportion as the service of conmaunion is de- 
voted thus to its own office, — namely, the memory of 
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our Lord, and the reproduction of bis life in ours ; in 
proportion as it is separated from questions of doctrines, 
of casuistry in practice, fix)m the searcbings of hearts 
anxious lest they have failed before Grod, — does it be- 
come again what the first fathers found it, and what we 
must suppose our Saviour hoped it might be. At an 
annual Thanksgiving feast, he asked those from whom 
he was parting not to forget him, but by a special 
memorial symbol, from timp to time, to remember him. 
There is no gathering together of friends, who meet in 
a serious spirit, where this symbol is not perfectly in 
place. More easy is the right renewal of the service 
than it is to found any other service of the church ; and 
therefore I shall always beg my young friends, who, in 
our modem emigrations, find themselves planted in some 
wilderness just opened to human life, to continue this 
service, though they be debarred all other public 
offices of religion. They may not have a church ; 
there may be no one willing to preach ; there may be 
no one who feels competent to offer the prayers of an 
assembly : but even in such a wilderness, though there 
should be only the two or three together which consti- 
tute a church, they may yet break bread in memory of 
Him who asked them so to remember him . 

When I have said this to any friend, I have not 
been surprised if he was frank enough to reply, that he 
had no such real sense of Christ's existence, far less 
of his character, purposes, method of work, and influ- 
ence, as I supposed ; that suc^ an idea as mine was rather 
ministerial and scholastic, and that it .did not enter into 



PREFACE. 9 

the range of his own motives of life. I say, I have 
not been surprised at any such acknowledgment. I 
think most religious books which have been written 
have tended to make Jesus Christ the most unreal 
being in history ; and therefore I cannot be surprised 
that to many men, perhaps to the majority of men, in 
most communities, his life and work in this world 
are far less matters of real and adequate belief than 
the life of any other character in history. I believe 
there are multitudes of well-meaning men and women 
who hear tiie verbal appeal made to them, to "■ come to 
Jesus," in dumb amazement, without the slightest con. 
ception of what is intended. But to any one who is 
frank enough to acknowledge to me that his Saviour is 
not a real person to him, I have only to reply, that I 
do not know why he should expect to have a vivid 
idea of the Saviour's personality and real being. If 
he do not make it a special subject of thought ; if he 
do not attempt to bring it into memory, to set it in the 
light of to-day, so that he may know what the Saviour 
would say if he were in Boston ; if a man do not 
attempt to go back to look at his Saviour in the light 
of Galilee and Judaea, so that he may know what he 
would himself have said or done if he had heard the 
Sermon on the Mount, or had witnessed the Crucifix- 
ion; if a man has not attempted to remember his 
Saviour, and to make his life real, — he cannot wonder 
that that life is not real to him ; that it is only a dream 
or abstraction. If he do make that effort, if he do accus- 
tom himself to call his Saviour as a personal guide into 
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his daily duty, why, he joins in the communion of the 
Church, — only he prefers to do it iii his closet, instead 
of uniting in the service, hallowed by the memories of 
centuries, which the Saviour himself suggested, when, 
in the upper room, they met together for the last time. 
And indeed I am meeting, in every day of my life, 
excellent Christians, who will not, or do not, take those 
inexpressible blessmgs of a Christian life which they 
might have, if they would only close their hands upon 
them. I meet people who deny themselves most gal- 
lantly ; who work for the world at large, steadily, and 
of course ; who love their meanest brothers and sisters 
with more demonstration, and, as I think, with much 
more intensity, than they love themselves : of such 
people, I know they " have been with Jesus," because 
they bear exactly the test that he proposed ; namely, be- 
cause they love each other. I know that they are Chris- 
tians of a very high type, very near his heart, and very 
strong in the strength he left the world. But they, 
because of some tangle which nobody can explain for 
them, and which they will not cut, are always trying to 
persuade themselves that they do not belong to his 
Church, must not use its privileges, must not seek the 
strength of mutual sympathy which springs, of course, 
from its communion. None the less are they members 
of his Church ; none the less do they give it strength, 
and receive strength from it. If only they could receive, 
at the same time, comfort, hope, and joy ! 

This book will answer its purposes, if, for any life 
of the little circle of those who read it, it shall make 
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the services of the communion more simple, more a nat- 
ural part of religious training, more cheerful, and less 
formal. We should not have prepared it, but* in the 
thought of many friends to whom it will be a pleasure 
to offer it as a companion for hours of meditation and 
prayer, which they will regard as the most sacred hours 
of life. Just when active life opens on us ; when one 
find himself his own master for the first time ; when he 
has to do what he thinks right, and can no longer ask 
his father and mother what they think, — just at that 
turning-point of life is, very naturally and happily, the 
moment when most persons first partake of the com- 
munion. To such young persons especially, in what is 
the very triumph moment of life, if only they gain in- 
finite strength for it, this book is dedicated. That, as 
they enter on life, it may not be life unguided ; that, in 
the first discovery of their own weakness, they may 
know the wonders of divine strength; and that, in 
any moment of loneliness, they may know how great a 
blessing we have, in our union as one Church, of so 
many children of God, — this is our earnest wish and 
prayer. 

EDWARD E. HALE. 

South Congregational Church, 
Boston, Dec. ii, 1865. 
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I. 



The Parting Words of Jesus. 



"With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer. For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof until it be 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Lukb xxii. 15, 16. 

" And Jesus said imto them, I am the bread of life : he that cometh to 
me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." 

John vi. 35. 





THE PARTING WORDS OF JESUS. 

NOW, wlien the even was come, he 
sat down with the twelve. And, as 
they did eat, he said. Verily I say 
unto you, That one of yoti shall betray me. 
And they were exceeding sorrowful, and 
began every one of them to say unto him. 
Lord, is it I ? And he answered and said, 
He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, 
the same shall betray me. The Son of man 
goeth as it is written of him; but woe unto 
that man by whom the Son of man is be- 
trayed ! it had been good for that man if he 
had not been born. Then Jndas, which be- 
trayed him, answered and said. Is it 1 7 He 
Baid unto him. Thou hast said. 

And, as they were eating, Jeeus took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, Take, eat: this is my 
body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying. Drink ye all of 
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it ; for this is my blood of the new testament, . 
which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins. But I say nnto you, I will not drink 

henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that 
* ... 

day when I drink it new with you in my Fa- 
ther's kingdom. And, when they had sung a 
hymn, they went out into the Mount of 
Olives.* 

And in the evening he cometh with the 
twelve. And as they sat, and did eat, Jesus 
said, Verily I say unto you. One of you which 
eateth with me shall betray me. And they 
began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him 
one by one. Is it I? and another said. Is it I? 
And he answered, and said unto them. It is 
one of the twelve that dippeth with me in the 
dish. The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is 
written of him ; but woe to that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed I good were it for 
that man if he had never been born. 

And, as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and 
said. Take, eat: this is my body. And he 
took the cup, and, when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them ; and they all drank of it. 
And he said unto them. This is my blood of 
the new testament, which is shed for many. 

* Matt. xxYl. 20-^. 
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Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more 
of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I 
drink it new in the kingdom of God. And, 
when they had sung a hymn, they went out 
into the Mount of Olives.* 

And, when the hour was come, he sat down, 
and the twelve apostles with him. And he 
^aid unto them, With desire I have desired to 
eat this passover with you before I suffer. 
For I say unto you, I will not any more eat 
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom 
of God. And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and said. Take this, and divide it 
among yourselves. For I say unto you, I 
will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until 
the kingdom of God shall come. And he took 
bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and 
gave unto them, saying. This is my body 
which is given for you : this do in remem- 
brance of me ; likewise also the cup after 
supper, saying. This cup is the new testa- 
ment in my blood, which is shed for you. 

But, behold I the hand of him that betrayeth 
me is with me on the table. And truly the 
Son of man goeth as it was determined ; but 
woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed I 
And they began to inquire among themselves 

♦ Mark xiv. 17-26. 
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which of them it was that should do this 
thing. 

And there was also a strife among them, 
which of them should be accounted the great- 
est. And he said unto them, The kings of 
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them ; and 
they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. But ye shall not be so ; 
but he that is greatest among you, let him be 
as the younger ; and he that is chief, as he 
that doth serve. For whether is greater, he 
that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth ? but 
I am amongyou as he that serveth.* 

Now before the feast of the passover, when 
Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of this world unto the Fa- 
ther, having loved his own which were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end. And sup- 
per being ended (the devil having now put 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, 
to betray him), Jesus knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that 
he was come from God, and went to God, he 
riseth from supper, and laid aside his gar- 
ments, and took a towel, and girded himself 
After that, he poureth water into a basin, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe 

* Luke xxii. 14-27. 
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them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 
Then cometh he to Simon Peter, and Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 
Jesus answered him. If I wash thee not, thon 
hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith un- 
to him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He 
that is washed needeth not save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit; and ye are 
clean, but not all. For he knew who should 
betray him : therefore said he. Ye are not all 
clean. So after he had washed their feet, 
and taken his garments, and was set down 
again, he said unto them, Know ye what I 
have done to you ? Ye call me Master and 
Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I, 
then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet. For I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you.* 

For I have received of the Lord that which 
also I delivered unto you, — that the Lord 
Jesus, the same night in which he was be- 
trayed, took bread ; and, when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and said. Take, eat ; this 
is my body, which is broken for you : this do 
in remembrance of me. After the same man- 

* John xili. 1-15. 
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ner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord's death till he come.* 

♦ 1 Cor. xi. 23-26. 
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"In Remembrance of Me."* 

ACCORDING to thy gracious word, 
In meek humility 
This will I do, my dying Lord, — 
I wiU remember thee. 

Thy body, broken for my sake, 
My bread from heaven shall be : 

Thy testamental cup I take. 
And thus remember thee. 

Oethsemane can I forget. 

Or there thy conflict see. 
Thine agony and bloody sweat, 

And not remember thee ? 

When to the cross I turn mine eyes, 

And rest on Calvary, 
Lamb of Grod, my sacrifice ! 

I must remember thee, — 

Remember thee, and aU thy pains, 

And all thy love to me ; 
Yea, while a breath, a pulse, remains. 

Will I remember thee. 

* Montgomery. 
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" This do in Remembrance of Me." 

I HAVE often thought, that if this simple 
account of these touching parting words 
of Jesus had just reached us, even if they had 
been handed down to us through the vaguest 
of traditions, we should be welcoming them 
with joy. They would sound in our ears, as 
truly his own words, his last request to us, 
even to us as well as to his disciples, to those 
who sat with him at table. 

Always after the death of any dear friends, 
we look back upon their last words, cherishing 
the slightest request they may have expressed, 
anxious to find out what they would have 
wished, eager to hold them living with us 
still by doing all they would have asked us 
to do, by consecrating their last requests into 
holy duties. Even as years pass away, and 
the circle around us is chatfged, and new 
springs and summers come, cheering us with 
fresh fields and flowers, when we seem to be 
living in a new life with altered duties, the 
same longing lingers with us. "Do this in 
remembrance of me." With these words we 
would like to hallow every new occupation. 
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They ring in our memories with every turn in 
our path : we wish to associate every new hope 
with the old love that never could die : and 
our hearts hold still a silent communion, 
bringing together the friends that have left 
us with those we still have. Is there not left 
some office we can still perform for them, 
some duty to them that we can mingle with 
our now-a-day duties, something that shall 
bind up the past with the present, some little 
thing that we can do for them while we work 
for those around us? It is this feeling that 
carries the sorrowing to the graves of their 
dead friends. Even those most confident of a 
spiritual meeting that shall bring them again 
to those they love, while they feel that the 
spirit stays not with the body, but has left 
its old home, still cling to the little morsel of 
clay left under the sod, and hold on to the 
dear memory there. The growing flowers 
and the green grass make the grave beautiftil, 
so that going to sorrow there can become a 
part of the active life and duties, without 
darkening them with too heavy a shadow. 

If then, these words of Jesus had not come 
down to us, we should have longed for others 
to have treasured. We cannot wonder that 
these have been held sacred, or incrusted 
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with other meanings as time has passed on. 
The account that Paul gives us is rendered 
necessary, because the early followers of 
Christ had already begun to "drink un- 
worthily " to the memory of their Lord. 

For the companions of Jesus, there could 
have been no question of worthiness or un- 
worthiness. They had still lingering in their 
ears the very tones of their Master : they knew 
whether it were with command or in suppli- 
cation that he said, " This do in remembrance 
of me." In their earnest desire to do what 
he asked them in his very last words, there 
could have been no question of his meaniijg. 
When they could no longer touch his hands or 
listen to his voice, how gladly they must have 
turned to some sensible memorial of him I with 
what solemnity they must have broken the 
bread as he broke it I and how they must have 
wept as they drank the wine, and knew now 
what he meant by the words, "This is my 
blood, which is shed for you " I 

" Drink ye all of it." There was no question 
either, as to which of them was most worthy 
to eat of the bread, or drink of the cup. Had 
there been a question whether they were cdl 
pure enough to render so holy a homage of 
love, Peter might have withdrawn from the 



PARTING WORDS OF JESUS. 29 

table ; for scarcely yet could he have forgotten 
how soon after they were first spoken, he had 
denied his Lord: on the contrary, his very 
repentance must have led him to long to make 
sacred all memories of his Master and to fulfil 
all his requests. For him to drink of the cup 
of which his Master drank, was to be baptized 
with his blood, to fill his life so with the 
memories of him, that he could die at last 
the same terrible death upon the cross. And 
* the other disciples, was there any one of them 
that could call himself more holy than the 
rest? Which of them could venture to ex- 
clude the consecration of this rite from any 
other of his Master's followers? They would 
have recalled at the same time, that, at that 
same supper, their Master had gone round to 
wash their feet, as an example of humility, 
because there had been a strife which among 
them should be counted greatest. It was 
at the same supper that he had said to 
them, *' By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples. If ye have love one to another.'* 
They were to love one another, not to judge 
each other. And which of them could have 
ventured to judge the other ? All had forsaken 
him, and fled. They had forsaken him, with 
these words fresh in their hearts ; and, the 
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remembrance of the words could scarcely 
have failed to bring back their own desertion 
of that night. In after-hours of trial and of 
martyrdom, these words, when they brought 
back strength and courage, would have 
brought, too, regret, repentance, and humili- 
ty : they would have found no room in their 
hearts for questioning another's faith. 

"Drink ye all of it," said Jesus. And 
Luke tells us, that, after this, he said, " Behold, 
the hand of him that betrayeth me is with' 
me on the table." 

So Judas had eaten of the bread and had 
drank of the cup I Jesus had not waited till 
only the pure in heart, and the spotless in life, 
should be present, before he gave them of the 
bread and wine. Perhaps he even hoped this 
sinner might be touched by the parting words. 
The offence was to come ; but happy would it 
have been for him, if by him the offence had 
not come. Jesus had sat at table before with 
sinners. He did not shut out even the man 
who was to betray him. He saw far into the 
heart : his compassion read perhaps, even in 
this one, some throbs of tenderness, the germs 
that were to burst out only in remorse. He 
might have hoped to warm these with his own 
love, for the sinner's sake. For himself, he 



PARTING WORDS OF JESUS. 31 

knew that his body was to be broken, his 
blood shed, for them. 

He saw enough to forgive. "Forgive 
them: they know not what they do." He 
pleaded for those who were shedding his 
innocent blood, for those who sinned against 
him. Perhaps it was to these very sinners, 
he would say, "This do in remembrance of 
me." He came not to the righteous, but to 
call sinners to repentance ; and he would like 
to hold himself in their memory, that, believing 
in him, they might some day believe in the 
Father also. 

Yet Paul, in his Epistle to the Corinthians, 
blames them severely, because he has heard 
that they eat the Lord's Supper unworthily. 
His indignant reproach shows clearly that the 
unworthiness consisted in their very forget- 
ftdness of the name of their Lord, of the 
object of the rite they were performing. 
He exclaims bitterly, " This is not to eat the 
Lord's Supper : " " Every one taketh before an- 
other his own supper, and one is hungry, and 
another is drunken. What, have ye not houses 
to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church 
of God, and shame them that have not ? " No 
wonder that his indignation should rise when 
they turned the supper of memorial into a 
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feast for forgetfulness I No wonder that he 
should cry out, "Whosoever shall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, of the Lord un- 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord ; " and " He that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's 
body." But, in the very height of his anger, 
the test he would apply is this, " But let a 
man eocamine himsd/] and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup." He pro- 
poses no excommunication from the enjoy- 
ment of it : he sets up no tribunal for judging 
the worthy or the unworthy. It was un- 
worthy to forget the whole object of the 
simple ceremony ; and the true preparation by 
which a man was to make himself worthy, was 
to " examine himself." 

But we know' little of the manner in which 
the early disciples celebrated the Supper of 
the Lord. The Corinthians had introduced 
what they called a love-feast, where rich and 
poor should be brought together for social 
communion. And Paul seems to have found 
no objection to this, except in its abuse. But 
this must have differed much from their origi- 
nal meetings, where each could have recalled 
to the other the expression and the gesture of 
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their Master, and felt the sigoificance of the 
words, " of the breaking of the body, of the 
shedding of the blood." 

How astonished would they have been, if 
they had been nshered into the lifting of the 
host in a Catholic cathedral, — the cathedral 
either glorious with architecture and rich 
painting, or tawdry with soiled candles, and 
wreaths of artificial flowers ; the people, 
kneeling, with eyes veiled, afraid to look up 
at the consecrated wafer, that symbolizes the 
body of Christ ; the people, for whom he had 
given his body and his blood ; he who had 
cried out once, " And I, if I be lifted up, shall 
draw dU men after me " I Paul might fancy he 
had entered upon the worship of some un- 
known God, and would scarcely recognize 
this as the service which he tells that he 
has received from the Lord. 

As little, indeed, might he recognize the 
service in some of our Protestant churches, 
finding there only those who have made " a 
profession of their faith," or those who have 
been approved by the elect, or who are consi- 
dered good enough to remember Jesus. This 
test is one which Jesus himself was unwilling 
to submit to. He said, " Call me not good 
there is but one good, and that is God." 

8 
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Even in the most liberal of our churches, 
he would find the service silent and formal in 
comparison with that Lord's Supper of which 
he tells. He might miss the cordial greeting 
of brother to brother, the sadness, the earnest- 
ness, that must have gathered round the ear- 
lier meetings of the followers of Christ. 

I speak of PauPs impressions, because the 
companions of Jesus, those who were present 
with him at that hour, would never have 
expected to find in others the same sacred 
feeling that must have always made the words 
and the acts holy to them. All celebration of 
the Lord's Supper by others must have seemed 
formal to them. If, at any time, there could 
have been a pretence of exclusion from such a 
commemoration, we can imagine it might have 
come from these who felt themselves espe- 
cially addressed by the words of their Master. 
PauPs account is especially interesting to us, 
because he was among the first to receive it 
by historic tradition. The account that he 
gives of it differs very little from that given 
by Luke. He touched the hands of those who 
had touched the hands of Christ when he 
blessed the bread. He spoke with those who 
heard the words. He was born a Jew, and 
was born into the meaning of the word " sac- 
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rifice." He knew what it meant to callJesus 
the Lamb of God. , He understood the sym- 
bol of the breaking of the body, and the shed- 
ding of blood. 

It was historic to him this blessing of the 
bread, this drinking of the cup ; but it was 
full of life too. From his hands, we take 
the tradition: it is he that hands it down to us. 
He thought it no idle story, no mere outburst 
of feeling. Many centuries have rolled be- 
tween, in which men have read and doubted, 
and turned the words of his tradition to 
gratify their own prejudices or wishes; but 
they come to us from Paul with the same 
vitality and warmth that they breathed upon 
him. He says he received them from the 
Lord ; for they still sounded to him fresh and 
vital as though he himself sat the table. It 
seemed to him that his Master himself handed 
him the bread, and passed to him the wine. 
It seemed to him that the Lord himself had 
told him to eat and drink of this supper with 
him. 

But it was not so. He had first learned the 
name of Christ, only when he had joined 
the men who persecuted those who were be- 
lieving it. It was the risen Christ, not the 
dying Christ, who had called him into a new 
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life. The story of the Lord's Supper was for 
him, as for us, a tradition : it was not a part of 
his own experience. To him already it was 
historical. Yet it had become a part of his 
conviction, as that vision had when he heard 
a voice saying to him, " Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me ? " It had become a part of 
his faith, helping him to say, "I can do all 
things through Christ, which strengtheneth 
me I " He could speak the words as though 
the Master himself had spoken them to him. 

And we have first learned of Christ since 
he rose from the grave. We, too, receive from 
tradition the history of his life, of the agony 
of his death. We have received of the Lord 
these words with which he consecrated his 
last hours. 

Were these words of remembrance addressed 
by Christ, only to those who sat at table with 
him " on the night on which he was be- 
trayed"? This question can scarcely be of 
importance to any who love him enough to 
wish to remember him. All such are not will- 
ing that their meaning should have died with 
those who first heard them. Paul was not 
willing they should be so forgotten. 

Let US' consecrate them anew I Let the 
parting words sound again in our ears to 
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make fresh our memories of him, to soften our 
hearts with love, to quicken our good resolu- 
tions, to turn our souls to God I 

Let us keep fresh the memory of the Good 
Shepherd I He would lead us to the Father ; 
and he laid down his life for us, that he might 
draw us to him. 
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Prayer before Communion. 

OGOD I wilt thou help me in this hour 
when I would consecrate myself to 
holy thoughts of communion. 

I thank thee for all the means that thou 
hast given me for approaching thee, for lifting 
my soul into higher thoughts. I thank thee 
for the gift of the life of Christ ; and, in this 
hour, I would fill my soul with a love of him, 
that shall lead me to a love of thee. 

May I learn from his life and death how to 
make my own life and death more sacred. 
May I learn each day more truly what it is to 
live, and how precious are the gifts of life. 
May I learn by my life how to make death 
more lovely. May I learn better how to love 
others, and thus learn how I may love thee. 

May the thought of thee never forsake me ; 
but especially at this hour, when I would 
approach thee, help me to keep my heart pure 
and clean. And, God I lead me not into 
temptation, but deliver me from evil. For 
thine is the power forever. 
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I. 

COME unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 
He who calls me thus was a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief. It is this that 
makes it easier for me to bring my tired soul 
to him, and to ask him to lead me to my God ; 
for he knows what it is to sorrow and to suf- 
fer : he knows what the burden is, of which he 
would relieve me. 



II. 

AN hour's deep emotion, the repentance 
of a few moments, will help me but 
little in purifying my soul, unless the emotion 
and the repentance are true. Let, then, this 
hour, devoted tp the remembrance of Christ 
and the sacrifice of his life, strengthen and 
purify my soul, that I may go out into a life 
more noble, fresh, and hearty. 
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III. 

HOW often do I recall the life of him, 
who, in this hour, recalls himself to me 
by his own words? I forget him when I 
think of myself more than of others. I forget 
him in my unforgiving disposition, in my 
weariness, my indolence, in my want of faith 
in God. Alas, when do I think of him 1 



John x. 14-18. 

I AM the Good Shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine. 

As the Father knoweth me, even so know 
I the Father ; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 

And other sheep I have, which are not of 
this fold: them also must I bring, and they 
shall hear my voice ; and there shall be one 
fold, and one Shepherd. 

Therefore doth my Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 

No man taketh it from' me ; but I lay it down 
of myself. 
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The True Shepherd* 

I WAS waadering and weary 
When my Saviour came unto me ; 
For the ways of sin grew dreary, 

And the world had ceased to woo me : 
And I thought I heard him say, 
As he came along his way, 

'* silly souls ! come near me ; 
My sheep should never fear me : 
I am the Shepherd true." 

At first I would not hearken. 

And put off till the morrow ; 
But life began to darken, 

And I was sick with sorrow : 
And I thought I heard him say, 
As he came along his way, 

** silly souls ! come near me ; 

My sheep should never fear me : 

I am the Shepherd true." 

At last I stopped to listen ; 

His voice could not deceive me ; 
I saw his kind eyes glisten, 

So anxious to relieve me : 
And I thought I heard him say, 
As he came along his way, 

" silly souls ! come near me ; 

My sheep should never fear me : 

I am the Shepherd true." 

* F. W. Faber, D.D. 
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He took me on his shoulder, 

And tenderly he kissed me ; 
He bade my love be bolder, 

And said how he had missed me : 
And I'm sure I heard him say, 
As he went along his way, 

** silly souls I come near me; 

My sheep should never fear me : 

I am the Shepherd true." 

Strange gladness seemed to move him 

Whenever I did better ; 
^nd he coaxed me so to love him, 

As if he was my debtor : 
And I always heard him say, 
As he went along his way, 

** silly souls ! come near me ; 

My sheep should never fear me : 

I am the Shepherd true." 

I thought his love would weaken 

As more and more he knew me ; 
• But it bumeth like a beacon. 

And its light and heat go through me : 
And I ever hear him say. 
As he goes along his way, 

'* silly souls ! come near me ; 

My sheep should never fear me : 

I am the Shepherd true." 
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L^ us do, then, dearest brothers ! 

What will best and longest please us ; 
Follow not the way of others, 

But trust ourselves to Jesus : 
We shall ever hear him say, > 

As he goes along his way, 

'* silly souls ! come near me ; 

My sheep should never fear me : 

I am the Shepherd true." 
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Words of Thomas a Kempis. 

MAKE joyfdl, therefore, this day, the 
soul of thy servant ; for unto thee, O 
Lord Jesus 1 have I lifted up my soul. 

I desire to receive thee now with devotion 
and reverence. I do long to bring thee into 
my house, that, with Zaccheus, I may obtain to 
be blessed by thee, and to be numbered 
amongst the children of Abraham. 

My soul thirsteth to receive thy body, my 
heart desireth to be united with thee. 

And therefore I must needs often draw near 
unto thee, and receive thee for the welfare of 
my soul ; lest, haply, I faint in the way if I be 
deprived of the heavenly food. 

For so, most merciful Jesus, thou once didst 
say, preaching to the people, and curing divers 
diseases, " I will not send them home fasting, 
lest they faiAt in the way." Deal thou, there- 
fore, in like manner now with me, who hast 
vouchsafed to leave thyself in the sacrament 
for the comfort of the faithful. 

For thou art the sweet refection of the soul ; 
and he that eateth thee worthily shall be par- 
taker and heir of everlasting glory. 

It is necessary for me, who so often fall into 
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error and sin, who so quickly may dull and 
faint, that by frequent prayer and confession, 
and receiving of thy holy body, I may renew, 
cleanse, and inflame myself, lest, perhaps, by 
long abstaining, I should fall away from my 
holy purposes. . . . 

I indeed labor in the sweat of my brow, I 
am vexed with grief of heart, I am burdened 
with sins, I am troubled with temptations, I am 
entangled and oppressed with many evil pas- 
sions ; and there is none to help me, none to 
deliver and save me, but thou, Lord my 
Saviour I to whom I commit myself, and all that 
is mine, that thou mayest keep watch over me, 
and bring me safe to life everlasting. 
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Self-Examination in the Service of 

THE Lord's Supper. 

* 

I HAVE now examined my own heart, and 
can sincerely say that I come to the Lord's 
Supper with a serious design of remembering 
Jesus Christ's death as his disciple, truly be- 
lieving him to have been sent into the world * 
by God ; renouncing every thing condemned 
by him in his gospel ; expecting pardon and 
favor from God upon the terms of his gospel ; 
thankful for all the mercies of God, particu- 
larly for his love in redeeming us by his Son 
from iniquity ; and knowing myself in perfect 
charity with all men, and full of universal 
good will toward them : and therefore I ought 
to hope to be accepted of God in this sincere 
design of thus remembering the death of his 
Son in the way appointed by himself. 










II. 



The Communion. 



Be known to us in breaking bread, 

But do not then depart ; 
Saviour, abide with us, and sprea^ 

Thy table in our heart 

There sup with us in love divine; 
4 Thy body and thy blood, 
That living bread, that heavenly wine, 
Be our immortal food. 

Montgomery. 





II. 

THE COMMUNION SERVICE. 

MATTHEW, Mark, Luke, and John, 
give a narrative of the manner in 
which our Lord Jesus Christ passed 
the evening of the day before he was crnciSed, 
with his disciples ; and the first three relate, 
in nearly the eame words, the manner in which 
he established the rite which has held so 
important a place in the history of his Church 
ever since. That this was not an accidental 
circumstance, but was a deliberate and sol- 
emn act of his, and was so received by his 
immediate disciples, is very evident &om the 
mention of " breaking of bread," in the Acts, 
as a solemn mark of disci pleship, and the reca- 
pitulation of the circumstance related in the 
gospels referring to it, by St. Paul in the Epis- 
tle to the Corinthians. At once this memorial 
seems to have taken the place of the celebra- 
tion of the passover with the Jewish disciples. 
Perhaps with them, for a time, it made a part 
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of that ceremony ; and, as the old form dropped 
away, it came to be the most solemn rite of 
the new church, as the eating of the passover 
had been of the old. 

"With desire have I desired to eat this 
passover with you," said our Lord. "With 
desire " how strong ; for he knew it was to be 
for the last time that they should sit together 
at this family board, made solemn by the occa- 
sion. And of whom was the company com- 
posed ? He had not selected a chosen few from 
the twelve, who, he thought, were more able to 
appreciate the occasion, who would remember 
it the longest, who would be made greater 
and better men than the rest ; but he took his 
whole family, the old and the young, the brave 
and the timid, the confident and the doubting; 
he did not exclude even Judas, though he 
knew he would betray him. The dear John 
whom he especially loved leaned upon his 
bosom. And after the paschal supper had 
been eaten, in memory of the night when God 
carried his chosen people out of the darkness 
of Egypt, he took bread, and blessed it, and 
brake it: he took wine and poured it out, 
and said to his disciples, "This do, as oft as ye 
take it, in remembrance of me." And how 
gratefully was this memorial of him received 
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and treasured up by these first disciples I 
how tenderly did they celebrate it after his 
resurrection ! how did they dwell upon the 
thought that he was made known to them in 
breaking the bread after his resurrectioD I and 
with what simplicity and gladness did the 
early converts join in breaking bread from 
house to house ! They believed that the Lord 
Jesus had been sent into the world by God to 
teach the new doctrine of life and immortal- 
ity ; and they loved to assemble with others 
of like faith, and " do this in remembrance of 
him." As their numbers increased, some 
abuses seem to have come in in portions of 
the Church ; since St. Paul finds occasion to 
reprove his Corinthian converts, that they had 
made of it a common feast, taking their own 
food, and while the rich carried of their luxu- 
ries, they disdained the poorer class, who 
brought of their poverty ; and they brought, as 
St. Paul says, damnation, or condemnation, 
upon themselves, not discerning the Lord's 
body. How much terror has this reproof of St. 
Paul's, intended, as it is perfectly evident, for 
an especial abuse which could not possibly oc- 
cur in our time, for many tender hearts who 
have feared to approach the Lord's table, lest 
they should not rightly discern the Lord's body 1 
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And how was the Church rent in after-ages, by 
questions about the real presence of the Lord 
in the bread and the wine ; good and pious peo- 
ple being persecuted, and put to death, at one 
time for believing, and at another for not believ- 
ing, that, when Jesus said, " This is my body," 
he meant to teach his disciples that the real 
body which they saw before them, which was 
speaking to them by his voice, breaking for 
them the bread with his hands, was actually 
in the bread they were eating, and in the wine 
they were drinking. They could not have so 
understood it. They probably only supposed 
that he was speaking to them in a figurative 
sense, and that he was oflFering to them these 
simple articles of common daily food to be 
used by them, and by his followers in all time, 
in devout memory of this parting season. 

But perhaps, after the departure of the first 
disciples, who had seen the Lord face to fiice, 
and the numbers of converts increased, God 
saw that they were not strong enough to bear 
this purely simple and spiritual signification of 
the rite. In fact, we learn from St. PauPs 
Epistle that it was abused by making it a com- 
mon social feast. Therefore was it permitted 
that mystery should be gathered about it. 
To the Jewish convert, with whom the idea 
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of sacrifice was familiar, it was easy to sub- 
stitute for the paschal lamb the thought of 
Christ the sacrifice, and to take, in its full and 
literal meaning, the words, " This is my body, 
this is my blood." And when after ages and 
later councils decreed that Christ was God 
himself, it is easy to see how what was sup- 
posed to be his real presence in the bread and 
wine, should shroud these elements and this 
rite in a deep and holy mystery. But perhaps 
this mystery, mistaken in its foundation if it 
was, served to guard and perpetuate the rite 
and its observance. This solemnity and this 
mystery drew art into the service of reli- 
gion, solemnized painting, and sanctified poet- 
ry ; and, through the ages, the rite has come 
down to us. And if we will, we may go back to 
the words of the New Testament, and cele- 
brate the Last Supper of the Lord in memorial 
of him, and without superstition and fear. 

When we have parted with a dear friend in 
death, how tenderly do we remember the last 
hours we were together ! How is every cir- 
cumstance connected with these last hours, the 
room in which we parted, the place of the furni- 
ture, the friends who were with us, every thing, 
the most trifling and unimportant, treasured 
up in the memory and the heart. And now, 
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having followed our dear Lord through his 
laborious and wandering Ufe, we come to what 
we know was the last quiet hour he passed be- 
fore he was delivered over to the shame and 
pain of a mock trial before wicked and cruel 
men, from which he was only to go forth to bear 
his heavy cross, under which his tender body 
sunk, to the place of his terrible crucifixion. 
His disciples did not know all he knew ; but 
they must have begun to perceive that a great 
crisis in his life was approaching : and his con- 
versation with them, and the foreshadowing 
he gave them, must have given them a solem- 
nity that we can hardly feel, since, though we 
know his sorrow, we know also his triumph. 

What part of the gospel narrative has been 
read with so much feeling, has carried comfort 
to so many souls, as the conversation of Christ 
with his disciples at this time, related more 
fully by St. John ? — his prayer for his disci- 
ples, and " not only for them, but them also 
which shall believe on me through their word.*' 

The design of this ordinance was doubtless 
to cherish and maintain these tender recollec- 
tions of our dear Master and Head. The best 
preparation for it is a careful reading of the 
passages in the gospels relating to it, which 
will recall all the circumstances of this loving 
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meeting of parting friends. Having carefully 
read and pondered these passages, let us, while 
we are seated before this table, try to imagine 
this upper chamber, our blessed Lord sur- 
rounded by his friends, and wo among them. 
At other feasts, some sit nearer, some, of 
course, must be more distant from, their host ; 
but, at this feast, each one may feel that he is 
the beloved disciple ; that the Master's hand 
reaches him the bread, and offers him the cup^ 
Does it not give, more than any another reli- 
gious exercise, a sense of the presence of 
Christ with us ? Do we not seem to hear him 
say, " And, if I go away, I will send you the 
Comforter" ? and do we not feel as if the very 
spirit of Christ, his own comforter, came near 
our hearts ? Dear Lord, we say in our hearts, 
ever more give us this bread I As bread nour- 
isheth the body of man, and gives him strength 
and vigor for his labors and his suffering, let 
this sanctified food enter into our bodies, and 
strengthen them to do, and to bear, and to 
suffer, all thy appointed will I And, when the 
wine is offered, do we not say in spirit. As wine 
cheers and invigorates and uplifts the spirit of 
man, so let the fruit of the vine cheer and 
animate my soul, and bring it nearer to thee, 
God, through thy blessed Son ; make thy- 
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self known to us, Lord Jesus, in breaking of 
this bread and pouring out this wine, and 
reveal thyself and thy Father to us in a way 
that we know not of I 

As soon as young people begin to feel the 
reality of a personal communion with God, 
and a desire to do his will as declared by his 
dearly beloved Son, let them come to this holy 
ordinance. All that love the Lord Jesus and 
would devoutly remember him, are permitted 
to come. Children of Christian parents who 
have been dedicated to God through Christ in 
baptism are already members of his Church. 
What better preparation can they have for the 
warfare of life on which they are just entering 
than this coming from time to time into inti- 
mate and close communion with God and 
Christ? Persons in the heat and burden of 
life, if they have not tried it, have yet to learn 
what strength and comfort and courage they 
may draw from this holy service. It is no 
mere form and ceremonial. It is the way 
of Christ's appointment. He knew what is in 
man : he knew his needs, his wants, and his 
desires ; and he appointed this rite, and said, 
" This do in remembrance of me." Are there 
any who have reached old age, and feel them- 
selves approaching the end of life, and have not 
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allowed themselves to enjoy this holy privi- 
lege? Let them not any longer defer this 
blessed opportunity. They need this support 
when heart and flesh is failing ; when the eye 
grows dim, and the ear heavy, and the limbs 
fail. They hope to drink the new wine with 
the Lord Jesus when they come to his king- 
dom. Will they be strangers when they pass 
away from this lower world ? Would they not 
rather be familiar guests at this holy feast, ^ 
knowing where to take their seat, and familiar 
with all its pleasure ? There is room for all : 
the feast is ready. The Master has sent out to 
invite his guests : will any stay away ? 

Bishop Taylor urges to this feast in his own 
peculiar and eloquent way : — 

" All Christian people must come. They in- 
deed that are in a state of sin must not come 
so ; but yet they must come. First they must 
quit their state of death, and then partake of 
the bread of life. They that are at enmity 
with their neighbors must come: that is no 
excuse for their not coming, only they must 
not bring their enmity along with them, but 
leave it and come. They that have variety of 
secular employments must come, only they 
must leave their secular thoughts and aflfec- 
tions behind them, and then come and converse 
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with God. If any man be well grown in grace, 
he must needs come, because he is excellently 
disposed to so holy a feast ; but he that is but 
in the infancy of piety had need to come, that 
so he may grow in grace. The strong must 
come, lest they become weak ; and the weak 
that they may become strong. The sick must 
come to be cured, the healthful to be preserved. 
They that have leisure must come because 
they have no excuse : they that have no lei- 
sure must come hither, that, by so excellent 
religion, they may sanctify their business. 
The penitent sinners must come, that they 
may be justified ; and they that are justified, 
that they may be justified still. They that 
have fears and great reverence to these mys- 
teries, and think no preparation to be sufficient, 
must receive, that they may learn how to re- 
ceive the more worthily ; and they that have a 
less degree of reverence must come often, to 
have their reverence heightened. That as 
those creatures that live among snows of the 
mountains turn white with their food and con- 
versation with such perpetual whiteness, so 
our souls may be transformed into the simili- 
tude and union with Christ by our perpetual 
feeding on him and conversations, not only in 
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his courts, but in his very heart, and most 
secret affections, and incomparable purities." 
Beside its use as a tender memorial of the 
last conversation of our Lord with the friends 
who staid with him till the last, the rite 
may well serve as a token and a strengthener 
of our communion with our risen Lord. When 
he ascended up into heaven, we are told his 
last words were, " Lo, I am with you always, to 
the end of the world." Is there any season 
n which we can more really feel this truth 
than at these communion seasons, when, in 
complying with his last commands, we draw 
around this table ? If he be ever present with 
the seeking spirit, may it not be when we try 
to make this hour present to us, when we pic- 
ture to ourselves how he sat, how he is now 
seated, each humble child feeling that he may 
be seated nearest to him, receiving from his 
own hand the broken bread, taking from his 
own hand the precious cup ? Great God our 
Father I make known to us, in these seasons, 
thyself and thy dear Son, in a way and with*a 
nearness that we have never known. Cleanse 
for thyself and him the temple of our hearts, 
and enter in and dwell there, and never more 
leave us, and drive away all sin, and so en- 
tirely purify us, that we may never fear to 
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approach this table, but come to it with that 
divine love and joy which shall go on becom- 
ing stronger and fuller, till it pleases thee to 
permit us to take the " wine new with him in 
the heavenly home." 
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The Table of the Lord. 

TO thy blest table, Lord, I come, 
A humble waiting guest : 
Thou kindly wilt for me make room ; 
I come at thy behest. 

My hungry soul looks up to thee. 
My spirit faints with thirst ; 

From sin I fain my heart would free : 
In God is all my trust. 

I hear thy word, blessed Lord ! 

** I am the living bread : 
Who meekly listens to my word. 

With that he shall be fed. 

I am the fountain ; he who tastes 

ShaU never thirst again ; 
In busy crowds, in desert wastes. 

No more shall suffer pain." 

Oh ! lead me. Shepherd, faithfcd, true. 

To heavenly pastures fair. 
My fainting courage to renew. 

And breathe the heavenly air. 

There flows the fountain of thy love. 

Open before my eye : 
That fountain to the trusting heart 

Is never, never dry. 
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I, a poor wandering, timid sheep, 
Through thy green pastures stray ; 

The living manna feeds me there, 
And drives my fears away. 

Thy life, thy death, thy gracious words, 
Those words that bid me come. 

Wean me from all life's hurtful joys, 
And call me to my home. 

As the chased hare for water pants, 

So longs my soul for thee : 
Thou, Father, knowest all my wants ; 

My trust is all in thee. 

Thanks ! gracious Saviour, — thanks and love 

For this all-cheering feast : 
Oh ! lift me all earth's cares above. 

The heavenly food to taste. 

Thou know'st the time, we meekly wait, 

When, from the body free. 
The new vine's fruit thy chosen ones 

Shall taste in heaven with thee. 
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Consecration* 

LET me endeavor to render to Jesus sac- 
rifice for sacrifice : in love for him. let 
me ofier up my own self-love, sacrificing myself, 
all hatred, all evil inclinations that do not 
accord with my holy duty. 

He gave himself for my salvation : I would 
sacrifice myself in the glory of God. With 
all my heart will I receive whatever cross thou, 
O God, dost bestow upon me : I will bless it 
receiving it from thy hands. 

Let me depart purified by the holy service. 
Let me flee with terror from the slightest stain 
of sin, and from all those sins towards which 
my passions fain would lead me. Let me be 
faithful to the law of God, resolved to suflFer 
all, to lose all, rather than violate it. 

Biess, my God, these holy resolutions ! 

* Italian Mass -Book. 
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"Lord, thou knowest that I love 

THEE."* 

SAINT PETER said this to our Lord ; but 
shall we dare to say it? Can we love 
him of whom we do not think ? What friend 
have we of whom we had not rather speak ? 
Where are we more wearied than at the foot 
of his altar ? What do we do to please our 
Master, and to render ourselves what he wishes 
us to be? What do we do for his glory? 
What have we sacrificed to him? Do we 
prefer him even to our lowest interests, to our 
most unworthy pleasures? Where, then, is 
our love for him ? 



TO give my whole heart to God is not to 
flee the world or life ; for, alas I should I 
not carry with me my heart filled with self? 
It is to make life more holy and grand in 
self-forgetfulness, and inspiration from the 
purest life ever lived on earth. 



* F^nelon. 
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The Sacrament.* 

THIS holy rite of eating bread broken, 
and drinking wine poured out, is a 
solemn commemoration of Christ, according 
as he himself saith to all his apostles, and 
particularly to St. Paul, who twice makes 
mention of this command, " Do this in remem- 
^brance [or for a remembrance] of me." His 
meaning is not that we should hereby call 
him to mind (for we are never to forget him), 
but rather that we should keep him in mind, 
and endeavor to perpetuate his name in the 
world, and propagate the memory of him and 
his benefits to the latest posterity. Now, this 
is done by making a solemn rehearsal of his 
famous acts, and declaring the inestimable 
greatness of his royal love. For remembrance 
doth not barely signify recording or registering 
of his fevors in our mind, but commemoration^ 
a solemn declaration that we do well bear 
them in our hearts, and will continue the mem- 
ory and spread the fame of him as far and I 
as long as ever we are able. 

1. We do show forth the Lord's death, and 

* Bishop Patriek, bom 1626 ; died 1707. He defended the Be- 
formed fUth against the Romanists. 
6 
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declare it unto men. 2. We do show it forth 
unto God, and commemorate before him the 
great things he hath done for us. We keep 
it, as it were, in his memory, and plead before 
him the sacrifice of his Son, which we show 
unto him, humbly requiring that grace and 
pardon, with all other benefits of it, may be 
bestowed on us. And as the minister doth 
most powerfully pray in the virtue of Christ's 
sacrifice, when he represents it unto God, so 
do the people also, when they show unto him 
•what his Son hath suflFered. 

It will not be unprofitable to add, that this 
was one reason why the ancients called this 
action a sacrifice, because it doth represent 
the sacrifice which Christ once offered. It 
is a figure of his death which we commemo- 
rate, unto which the Apostle St. Paul (as a 
learned man conceives) hath a reference, 
when he saith to the Galatians that Jesus 
Christ was set forth evidently before their 
eyes, crucified among them : " They saw, as it 
were, his sacrifice on the cross ; it was so lively 
figured in this sacrament." Such an unbloody 
sacrifice, which is only rememoraiive, and in 
represerUation, we all acknowledge. . . . This 
holy action is to be next of all considered as a 
remembrance or commemoration, with thanks- 
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giving ; aod thence it js called by the name of 
eudiariat (or "thanksgiving"), according to 
the phrase of ancient times. 

The Jewish feasts upon their sacrifices do 
more plainly instruct us in this manner. For 
it was the manner that the master of the sacri- 
fice should begin a cup of thanksgiving to all 
the guests that he invited, that they might all 
praise God together for that salvation in con- 
sideration of which he paid their vows unto 
him ; and in those words the ancients thought 
they tasted the cup of salvation, which we 
now drink in the Supper of the Lord, ex- 
pounding them, in the analogical sense, to 
signify the participation of the Christian mys- 
teries. 

It may further be showed that all churches 
in the world have always used divine praises 
in this commemoration ; ... for so we read in 
Justin Martyr and others, that, in their times, 
the Church used to praise God for all things, 
and particularly for those gifts of bread and 
wine ; and so for Jesus Christ, his death, pas- 
sion, resurrection, and ascension, beseeching 
the Father of the whole world to accept of the 
oflfering they made to him. And, in after- 
ages, Cyril of Jerusalem saith, "We make 
mention of the heaven, the earth, the sea, and 
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all the creatures, reasonable and unreasona- 
ble ; of the angels, archangels, and power of 
heaven ; praising God, and saying ' H0I7, holy, 
holy Lord God of Sabaoth, heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory.' " 

From all which we may discern a further 
reason why they called this sacrament by the 
name of a sacrifice ; because they did " offer 
unto God thanksgiving," as the Psalmist 
speaks (Ps. 1. 14) ; which is one of the spiritual 
sacrifices which every Christian is consecrated 
to bring unto him. Christians therefore are 
not without their sacrifice also, when they 
keep this feast, and such a one as is very be- 
fitting God, and which no rational man can 
deny to deserve the name. There are eucha- 
ristical actions also, whereby we perform a 
most delightsome sacrifice unto God. 

We must not, when we come to God, ap- 
pear before him empty ; but we are to conse- 
crate and offer unto him some of our temporal 
goods, for the relief of those that are in want, 
which may cause many thanksgivings to be 
3ent up by them to God. It hath been said 
before, that our whole selves ought to be of- 
fered as a holocaust to God ; so that the spir- 
itual sacrifice of ourselves, and the corporal 
sacrifice of our goods to him, may teach the 
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papists that we are sacrificers as weU as they, 
and are made kings and priests unto God. 
Yea, they may know that the bread and the 
wine of the eucharist is an offering (out of 
the whole stock of the whole congregation) 
to the service, according as it was in the 
primitive times. . . . We pray him, therefore, in 
our communion service, to accept our obla- 
tions (meaning those of bread and wine) as 
well as our alms. We offer ourselves, and 
our prayers, and our praises, and our goods, 
at the table of the Lord, where, as God pro- 
vides for us, so we provide for him in those 
that are his members, and offer upon it those 
sacrifices which are most befitting either him 
or rational creatures. And that you may see 
we are engaged to this kind of offering, it is 
to be observed, that the eating of the lamb 
was not all the solemnity of the passover ; but 
they sacrificed likewise offering of thanksgiv- 
ings in abundance, that there might be pro- 
vision for the poor. Now this bread and wine 
in the sacrament is God's, both as it is offered 
by us unto him, and as it is consecrated to 
represent his Son Christ unto us ; and there- 
fore we, by partaking of it, /Jo solemnly en- 
gage ourselves unto, and promise our fidelity 
in, his service. 
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Christ who strengtheneth me * 

WHEN arise the thoughts of sin ; 
When the world our hearts would win ; 
When, to selfish pleasure given, 

Droops the love that blooms for heaven, — 
Lord, we would remember thee : 
Thou wilt our Redeemer be. 

When, with footsteps faint and slow. 

Duty's upward path we go ; 
When, by toils and hardship pressed. 

Bound we turn to look for rest, — 
Lord, we would remember thee : 

Thou our Guide and Strength wilt be. 

When the way grows dark and drear ; 

When, beset by doubt and fear. 
We can see no beam of light 

Struggling through the thickening night, — 
Lord, we would remember thee : 

Thou our Comforter wilt be. 

* Gaskell. 
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Prayer. 

IN this hour of communion and self-exami- 
nation, I thank thee, Lord I for all thy 
great gifts to me, — for the breath that I draw, 
— may I spend it in love of thee I — for the 
sight of mine eyes, and the soft sounds and 
gentle airs. I thank thee for the sweet rest 
of the bed, for the waking of the morning. 
For all joys I thank thee : teach me to thank 
thee for my sorrows. I thank thee for the 
love of friends that sustains me, for thy 
strength that upholds me. I thank thee for 
the gift of this life of Jesus. Help me in this 
hour, when the bread and wine recall the 
breaking of his body and the shedding of his 
blood, help me to self-sacrifice I Help me to 
raise and purify my life, that it may be worthy 
to offer to thee ! 




y 




III. 



The Church. 



it 



Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit 
" And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 
" And there are diversities of operations ; but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all" i Corinthians xii. 4-6. 





III. 

THE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH. 

IN oar more liberal churches, the restric- 
tions that hang around the service of the 
communion grow less and less every year. 
The form of the service, with the degree of 
insistence which is placed upon it, is guided 
very much by the personal feeling of the 
minister of each several congregation. Those 
who are not interested in the service leave 
the church before it is administered, while, of 
those who remain, no " confession of iaith " is 
required. In many of our churches, all " those 
who love the Lord " are invited to stay : in 
others, the invitation is given to all; or all 
" Christians " are invited. Those who leave 
are the exclasives in shutting others into a 
aervice freely open. 

And this invitation carries with it no bar- 
rier. The part of the congregation who re- 
main to join in the memorial aervice consider 
themselves no more truly Christians than they 
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do those who do not $nd the same interest in 
the service. It is well indeed that these 
should leave if they do not feel a sympathy 
in it; it is a service that should be entered 
into with the whole heart. It becomes an 
idle form as soon as it is studied and criticised 
by a cold spectator. But there is no question 
here of greater or less purity and holiness. 
The one finds in this memorial a help to 
his good resolutions; it warms the fervor of 
his prayers, and rives an earnestness to his 
worship • This personal approach to Christ 
renews in his mind the sense of all he owes to 
Christianity. The other finds elsewhere his 
sacraments ; even his love for Christ may lead 
him to avoid any external display of what, to 
him, is intimate and dear. 

This freedom of going and coming has been 
necessary, to wash away the severe lines 
that gradually shut in the service of the 
Lord^s Supper, as the Church of Christ in- 
creased. It is interesting to study in history 
how the question of the institution of the 
Lord's Supper, and especially of the Real 
Presence, became the contesting ground of 
the Reformers. 

'* At the beginning of the ninth century, the 
opinions respecting the mode in which Christ 
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is present at the ordinance commemorative of 
his death were vague and various, though all 
were agreed that he was so in some sense. 

" In the year 831, a monk named Pascasius 
broached the following dogma ; namely, that, 
after the consecration of the bread and wine, 
nothing remains of them but the outward 
form; under which the very body of Christ, 
which was born of Mary, had suffered on the 
cross, and risen from the grave, is locally and 
really present. 

" In 1215, Pope Innocent III., by an arbitrary 
edict, i.e. without obtaining the opinion of the 
Church Catholic by council or otherwise, 
ordained the doctrine of Pascasius to be a 
doctrine of the Church, and gave it the name 
of Transubstantiation. As a result of this 
decree, the bread particularly, being the only 
element then given to the laity, became an ob- 
ject of religious worship, as being the very 
person of God; and, about the year 1222, 
Pope Honorius III. ordained the elevation of 
the sacrament, and that the people should 
kneel and worship it. Luther held to what 
he called Cbn-substantiation ; namely, that, 
after consecration, the true body and blood of 
Christ are in, mth, and under the elements. 
In other words, that the bread and the wine, 



78 THE LORD*S SUPPER. 

the body and the blood, are all there. Martin 
Bucer, Calvin, and Bishop Ridley, held to a 
Real Presence of Christ's body and blood, but 
excluded the idea of the corporal reception of 
the same by the communicant. 

" Zwingle regarded the elements only as 
signs or figures of Christ's body and blood ; 
and the partaking thereof only as a spiritual 
communion with our Saviour, a simple memo- 
rial of his death."* 

Calvin says of the sacraments (he recog- 
nized but two, — baptism and the Lord's Sup- 
per), " that they are only the sign of grace ; 
they have no secret virtue to confer." 

Bach Reformer was forced by his followers 
to define a creed upon the subject. In the 
early days of the Reform, the traditions of the 
Romish Church still hung so heavily over 
its cherished sacraments, that the boldest 
reader of the Scriptures could scarcely see 
clearly through the blinding atmosphere, and 
was compelled to make a study of the mys- 
teries of the Real Presence. 

The Puritans, though they brought over to 
this country an utter disrespect of Church 
ordinances, such as were countenanced by 
Papacy or the English Church, had a severity 

* Hopkins's Paritans and Queen Eliiabeth, yoI. i. ; note to 
pp. 19, 20. 
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of religious doctrine which gave a strictness 
to the tone that held the communicants within 
the Church. Those who joined in the com- 
munion must declare themselves " professors 
of faith," and formed " the Church." 

But since, the atmosphere has been growing 
larger and clearer. The newer Church has 
broken away from the bonds of the old. 
Every man tries for himself to prove what is 
right ; and we claim to have returned to the 
simple words of Jesus, and to restore the ser- 
vice to its fall meaning by following the 
words of his request. A long time has passed 
away; and different periods of religious feeling 
have read these words differently, giving them 
varied meanings. 

But the service still remains with us, and 
the words-of Christ stay with us, — a beauti- 
ful and simple service, resting only on these. 
Around it has gathered a succession of holy 
associations to make it more sacred ; but we 
place upon them our own interpretation. 

In other forms, an admission to this service 
is considered as a confession of feith. The 
young take part in it at their Confirmation. 
Of this we might borrow much that is use- 
ful. 

There is danger that a young person, en- 
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taring upon such a Confirmation, should fall 
into one extreme or the other ; should either 
consider it too strictly, or look at it too lightly. 
A sensitive, over-conscientious spirit at such a 
time is apt to imagine, that, in this moment of 
great regeneration of the soul, the whole bat- 
tle is fought. He really believes that he can 
keep a promise of so vast an import. He 
believes, with one step he has entered the 
Church of Christ, and that there is nothing 
more to be done for his salvation; that it is 
possible in one moment to bind himself to hoU-. 
ness forever. It is a moment of exaltation. 
Instead of the humility that becomes a Chris- 
tian, he believes, that he only, and those who 
have pledged themselves to this service, have 
won the kingdom ; and that the others are cast 
out into perdition. After this state of over- 
excitement, there follows one of prostration. 
He finds, that in spite of the vows of Confirma- 
tion, in spite of this sacred and imposing ser- 
vice,' he has the same temptations as before, 
and the same weakness ; and that those who 
have entered upon the same vows are, with 
himself, not truly more holy or better than 
those whom he considers as belonging to the 
world. The touching and animating service 
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becomes a mere form; and the promises he 
has made seem hypocritical, or become so. 

On the other hand, the service may be made 
too trivial. The period of Confirmation is 
looked forward to as a necessary event, some- 
thing that is to be passed over and gone 
through with when the right time comes. 
The sort of dress to be worn is discussed in 
a flippant way. It is looked at as one among 
many of the acts of dissipation on which the 
new life is opening. It is another fresh scene, 
one more new event. A certain catechism is 
to be got through with, a little show, a little 
parade ; and it is all over. 

But neither of these serious faults is ne- 
cessary, if the parents, the preacher, the 
Sunday-school teachers, have a living interest 
in the religious education of the children in 
their care. It is difficult to lay down any 
code of religious education, or to take away 
the teaching of religion from the rest of the 
life. It must come in with a part of the other 
lessons of living ; and the personal influence 
of a teacher, whether of father or mother, 
elder brother or sister, or Sunday-school 
teacher, does more than any settled series of 
books. A Sunday-school teacher, who has a 
feith in religious things, and an earnest desire 

6 
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to impart it, can turn to a religious purpose, 
questions on Palestine and its geography, 
upon the old customs of the Bible, or more ab- 
stract questions upon the good and evil in the 
world. Every thing helps him, — ^^a little 
child's story, or what he has seen himself and 
done through the week, the morning's sun- 
shine, the changes of spring and summer, and 
autumn and winter. Every thing that comes 
new to him in life he gives fresh again to the 
children, while they give to him some of the 
life that they renew for him. His power 
depends not upon the means he uses, but on 
the spirit with which he administers them. 
The book that I have found most interesting to 
children in the Sunday school is that which 
holds the history of Christ, — the New Testa- 
ment. No manual or catechism ever seemed 
to impress or attract them as much as those 
that question or teach of the life of Jesu^. 
All abstract subjects become tedious to chil- 
dren, while every thing that helps to make 
that history understood has a meaning and 
purpose. Always when I have wandered 
away from what was inspired by the history 
of Jesus, I have found it difficult to keep 
their attention. They are interested in the 
Parables ; they like to hear of the words of 
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Jesus to children. The Oriental style pleases 
them ; and they like to hear more of the East- 
ern countries, where the people still live in 
the same way as these did in the time of 
Christ. Sometimes I think we tell them too 
much of all this ; and that, when they grow up, 
they may regret that it is not all new. They 
may not have then that feeling of sudden 
grief and sorrow at the sufferings of Christ, 
that they might have had if they had not 
read of it all, till they were old enough to 
know what suffering . means. But if they 
cannot yet understand the agony of Christ, or 
if they shrink from hearing how cruelly he 
suffered, yet they can understand the simpli- 
city of his teaching, and grow familiar with 
his life and all his works, and get a glimpse 
of his character that never parts from them. 

What more natural close, then, for the 
teaching in the Sunday school, than an en- 
trance to the service of the Lord^s Supper? 
Why should we not gradually prepare the 
children's minds for joining in this memorial 
of one of whom they are learning ? 

The passage from the Sunday school to the 
Church should be made as natural as from 
childhood into youth, from youth to maturer 
years. Such changes, indeed, to each indivi- 
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dual soul, though we call them natural, have 
their shock and their earthquakes. There 
are solemn, stirring moments of doubting, 
of questioning, of deep conviction. There 
are certain steps in life that it is very hard to 
climb. At each turning-point, a new eflFort is 
needed; and the inward moment of change 
often does not correspond with the outward. 
It is impossible to tell exactly the moment 
when a fresh germ is to spring forward. For 
this reason, it would be impossible to say that 
a whole class of girls ?ind boys, just because 
they are leaving the Sunday school together, 
are ready to bind themselves at once to be- 
come Christians. For this reason, it is not 
the time to claim from them any promise, the 
force of which they cannot yet be fully able 
to comprehend, of so great meaning as a vow 
for a religious Ufe. But the service of the 
Lord's Supper is not a binding one : it claims 
no promise. Parents and teachers ask them 
to join in it, as, before, they sent them to Sun- 
day school, because they believe it will be 
another help towards the religious life. Gradu- 
ally they can be prepared to look upon it as 
such. As children, they were not old enough 
to understand the meaning of the service ; but, 
as they pass out of the school, they enter into 
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life ; and the privileges of the church are a 
part of life. The older class of the Sunday 
school might be considered as admitted into 
the communion of the church without more 
formal introduction. The teacher should study 
the wants, and listen to the doubts, of each one 
of his class, trying to come near him, and 
making all preparation that he knows how 
for the approaching service. It forms well, a 
close to the Sunday-school instruction ; for it 
is the first teaching that life is to bring. It is 
the first experience of life. The scholars are 
to leave the place they have called a school, to 
enter upon the larger school, — the life that is 
to hold the place of school for their souls. The 
last help that the Sunday school can give them 
is to give them an entrance into the Church, 
which is to go on helping them, after school- 
masters, after father and mother, have lost, or 
have laid aside, their authority. 

It is a solemn service, — the act of joining 
your older friends, in a rite instituted to recaU 
the life and death of Him who gave you the 
name of Christians. It awakens the sense of 
what it is to be a Christian, and calls up 
solemn thoughts of a Christian's duty, — a 
service not merely for to-day, but for future 
years; one that is to draw you near to 
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Christ, and bring his life close to your own j 
a solemn covenant indeed, like all those prom- 
ises we make on entering into life. Do not 
think it is too light a service, a mere form 
to go through with before passing from being 
a child to becoming a man or woman. 

" Put away childish things ; " take hold of 
the hand of Christ on entering this great 
world. It is begun, the long journey ; noth- 
ing will close it, not even death ; that is but 
a gateway, opening to new scenes. Large 
and uncertain as this present life seems, the 
life beyond is more unknown. Jesus has 
said, " Because I shall live, ye shall live also." 
As we bring back the consciousness that he 
still lives, we bring the certainty of our own 
immortality. With the remembrance of him, 
then, we enter upon the full solemnity of this 
existence that has been given us ; of this soul 
of ours, from which we cannot escape. Prayer 
and worship, all that will draw us to the help 
of the great God, who knows us all, becomes 
necessary to us. Sunday, with its open 
church, is a refuge to us ; the words of the 
living preacher strengthen us. The life of 
Christ is precious to us. 'Come and recall 
that closely ; come towards the Father, led by 
the hands of Jesus 1 
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But do not beUeve that one act of memo- 
rial has directly made you a Christian, or 
bound you into a holy life for all the future. 
This is too easy a way to become a Christian, 
too simple a means for so great a work. This 
is but the short moment of rest in the life of 
action. It may be a promise, but cannot be 
the fulfilment. In this there is no sacrifice. 
Here no one is giving his life for his friend, 
or for Christ. It can be no test of Christian- 
ity; for there is nothing of self denial involved. 
The rest of the week, the action of the life, 
must prove whether this has indeed been a 
memorial of Christ, or merely drinking and 
eating unworthily. 

Come, then, solemnly and earnestly. God is 
not more present in the church than in the 
home or the street. And Jesus is not more 
near this table of his Supper than in the gay 
moments of pleasure ; but, in the church, you 
summon your soul to meet God, and here you 
caU upon your heart to remember Jesus. In 
church, the thoughts will wander away to the 
joys or the cares of the week ; but a heart that 
feels the need of worship summons the pres- 
ence of God to consecrate all these, that he 
may not be mocked with an idle tongue, that 
the soul may learn how to seek for him, how to 
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bring him near in trouble as in joy. So now, 
upon this hour of remembrance, careless 
thoughts may intrude, making of it an idle 
ceremony. But drive them away, sweep and 
garnish the heart a little longer, that it may be 
accustomed to cherish the remembrance of that 
elder Brother of our faith. He taught that 
God is a spirit, and must be worshipped in 
spirit and in truth ; purify the spirit, then, that 
it may be a fit temple for the praise of God. It 
will help to make your life more pure, to bring 
back the remembrance of his life ; more active 
to recall his good works j more self-sacrificing 
to suffer a while with his suffering. 

Out of a simple service has grown a myste- 
rious rite. And who can wonder? There 
are very few simple things. Prom the little 
seed comes the plant and the flower. The 
small points of the light, in the dark midnight 
sky, are worlds of unknown glory. 

Luther saw the body and the blood beneath 
the bread and wine. Does the simplest 
Christian see less when his heart is warmed 
at the memory of Jesus ? 

Let us look clearly into all that seems 
cloudy and mysterious; but let us not give 
up the mysteries of simple things. In return, 
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life grows more simple in making it more 
grand, 

Jesus told us it was hard to enter into the 
kingdom of God. But those things that with 
men are impossible are possible with God. 
And Jesus cries out, " Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give 
you rest.' 

" Take my yoke upon you ; for my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light." 

Here, the "loving arms of Christianity" 
await to receive us ; the words of Christ are 
waiting to welcome us. It is no cold, large 
world into which we are entering, but a family 
of love, bound to one elder Brother, who lived 
and died for the rest of us. He asks us to 
remember him ; and we say, " How could we 
forget him I " We draw nearer each other as 
we draw near to him ; and, as we come to him, 
he leads us to God. 
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Hymn after Communion. 

" LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS." 

ARISE, my soul ! my spirit, rise ; 
Leave far beneath thee earthly joys, 
The pleasures which the thoughtless prize, 

The trifling arts the world employs : 
At the Lord's table I have been ; 

From his own hand received the bread ; 
I the Good Shepherd's face have seen ; 
With heavenly manna have been fed. 

Why should I heed earth's joys or woes ? 

No more with thirst my spirit pants; 
A living stream within me flows, 

A full supply for all my wants. 
In the green pastures I shall feed ; 

Already I the foretaste know. 
Yet, Lord, thy farther help I need. 

Thy smile can make a heaven below. 

Command thy ransomed child, Lord ; 

In thee, my King, my strength I find ; 
My Prophet, teach me by thy word ; 

My Head, oh, leave me not behind ! 
My Master, I with joy obey. 

Gladly I follow at thy will ; 
My Great High Priest, I own thy sway, 

And bow before thine altar still. 
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What more, Lord, can I desire ? 

My spirit now has found its home ; 
I warm me at the heavenly fire ; 

The Comforter, Lord, has come. 
No hanger need I ever feel, 

No thirst my spirit more shaU press ; 
For heavenly bread shall feed me still, 

And wine from heaven my soul shall bless. 

Myself to thee, Grod, I give, — 

Not me alone, but Christ in me : 
Holy Spirit ! in me live 

For time and for eternity ; 
And let me learn, while here below. 

What yet I have but feebly known, — 
What peace the humble heart may know, 

Where dwells the Father and the Son. 
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JEREMY TAYLOR says, " All comforts con- 
spire to meet in the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. In it the story of the love of 
our dearest Lord is written in largest charac- 
ters, who not only was at that instant busy in 
doing man the greatest good, — even then, 
when man was contriving his death and his dis- 
honor, — but tried to represent his bitter pas- 
sion to us, without any circumstances of 
horror, in symbols of pleasure and delight; 
that we may ' taste, and see how gracious the 
Lord is,' who would not transmit the record 
of his passion to us in any thing that might 
trouble us." 
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Of Thanks to Jesus.* 

HOW can I thank thee for so great bene- 
fits I One single glance fi'om thy benign 
eyes would be so great a good, that neither 
I, nor all creatures with me, would be suffi- 
cient worthily to thank thee. How, then, 
could I thank thee for having come so near 
me ? I would like to change into tongues all 
the branches and leaves of all the trees, all 
the blades of grass, all the atoms and grains 
of sand, that all might thank thee ; and yet 
this would be nothing. I would that thy 
loving mother, the most holy virgin, that my 
guardian angels, and all the saints of heaven, 
would help me to render thanks for all the 
blessedness of this morning's holy communion. 

* Italian Mass-Book. 
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The Lord's Table * 

IT was a plain meal, — the last supper of a 
friend with the friends he was about to 
leave. Artists and men of imagination have 
since described it magnificently. The Lord's 
table has been by them amply raised and 
extended, or curiously carved and adorned. 
The room it stood in has been expanded, with 
polished pillars, into the similitude of a pal- 
ace ; and windows have been opened from it 
through a bland summer air far into beautiful 
prospects. By yellow gold, and pale shining 
silver, mixed with sparkling gems, in soft 
engravings and costly paintings, with rich 
substances of solid grain, wood, or ivory, the 
Lords table has been represented. After such 
patterns indeed, it has actually been made, 
under royal roofs furnished, and in splendid 
chapels preciously decorated and served. 
But the place where it was first laid was only 
a poor upper chamber, — a spare room yielded 
for that purpose, because required for no 
other, for a sad band soon to be scattered. 
Common household utensils held the bread 

* C. Bartol. 
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and wine, with the loaf and bitter herbs of 
which they partook ; while all about them, as 
they reclined, was as homely as in any assem- 
bly of Israelites in the lowliest dwelling of 
poverty. Yet this only magnifies the heav- 
enly power with which that wonderftd being, 
who was the head and master of the feast, has, 
through the ordinance which the touch of his 
finger established, reached forth to all the 
corners of the earth to make his supper the 
holiest of traditions, the widest of observances, 
and most enduring of institutions. 

The Lord's table I — Itself made of earthly 
matter, it is caught up for a vehicle of the love 
that shall last when it crumbles. In the eyes 
of all, can it not have dignity and beauty ; 
when, lo, beyond any imagination of genius, 
from its little mechanical limit, here, it dilates 
over the earth ; beyond this little hour stands 
through unreckoned centuries of time ; and, in 
its ascending length, reaches, well provided 
with innumerable seats, up to heaven ; while 
the guests that come to it are not only health 
and human joy, but pale sickness, that has 
resigned its last earthly hope; sorrow from 
the grave where it has laid its last earthly 
treasure ; and saintly heroism, persecuted and 
hard pushed to nerve itself for some terrible 
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endurance or struggle I The ascended Christ, 
with his risen followers, meantime pours in 
light and strength from an invisible presence. 
As certain companions of a brave man, fallen 
in battle, refused to consider him dead, but 
still called his name in the roll ; so those now 
partaking from the Lord's table Idiow that 
their comrades, in past time communing with 
God and Christ, though fallen on earth, are yet 
alive ; and that the name which is above every 
name among men liveth evermore. 







IV. 



Good Friday. 



"Quis est homo qui non fleret 
Chxisti matrem si videret 

In tanto supplicio? 
Quis non posset contristari 
Piam matrem contemplari, 

Dolentem cum Filio? 

Fac ut portem Chxisti mortem 
Passionis ejus sortem 

£t plagas recolere, 
Fac me plagis vuhierari, 
Cruce hac inebriari, 

Ob amorem Filii I " 

Stabat Mater. 



Si- /?*>xT; 





IV. 

GOOD FRIDAY. 
The Cross of Christ * 

TWAS the day when God's Anointed 
Died for us the death appointed, 
Bleeding on the dread^l cross, — 
Day of darkness, day of terror, 
Deadly fruit of ancient error. 
Nature's fall, and Eden's loss ! 

Haste, prepare the bitter chalice ! 
Gentile hate and Jewish malice 

Lift the royal Victim high, — 
Like the serpent wonder-gifted 
Which the prophet once uplifted, — 

For a sinful world to die ! 

Conscious of the deed unholy, 
Nature's pulses beat more slowly, 
And the sun his light denied ; 

* F. H. Hedge. 
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Darkness wrapped the sacred city ; 
And the earth with fear and pity 
Trembled when the Just One died. 

It is finished, Man of sorrows ! 
From the cross our nature borrows 

Strength to bear and conquer thus. 
While exalted there we view thee, 
Mighty Sufferer, draw us to thee, 

Sufferer victorious ! 

Not in vain for us uplifted, 
Man of sorrows, wonder-^fted. 

May that sacred symbol be ! 
Eminent amid the ages. 
Guide of heroes and of sages. 

May it guide us still to thee ! — 

Still to thee, whose love unbounded 
Sorrow's deep for us hath sounded, 

Perfected by conflicts sore. 
Q-lory to thy cross forever ! 
Star that points our high endeavor 

Whither thou hast gone before ! 
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Prayer. 

OTHOU who knowest the heart of man, 
and wilt illuminate with sunlight the 
deeds that are hidden in the darkness of mid- i 
night, and wilt judge them! — eternal, holy / 
Spirit, let thy appeal enter the heart of every 
one who consciously is doing ill, or pretend- 
ing to a false piety. To-day, to-day let him 
hear thy voice I May he return repentantly 
from the way of sin and ruin, since the repen- 
tance of a future day might be too late for 
him ! Look, then, Father, with mercy upon 
him, if, with honest heart, he promises thee im- 
provement ; and strengthen him. Strengthen 
us all with thy strength, even with firmer 
tread, and more joyous spirit, to go the way 
that Jesus has pointed out to us, and over 
which he himself has passed as example ; till 
we reach the goal of true faith, — the souPs 
blessedness ! Amen. 



\ 
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. Sermon * 

PREACHED ON GOOD FRIDAY. 

" Ye do show the Lord's death, till he come." — 1 Cor. 
xi. 26. 

TO-DAY'S history, my friends, is well- 
known to ns all, and in every respect 
must appear to us grand and sublime. As we 
linger upon the event itself, and all its circum- 
stances, various thoughts and sensations suc- 
ceed each other, — thoughts of what man can 
be under divine assistance, and the depth of 
evil and wickedness into which it is possible 
for him to sink, — sensations of admiration and 
love, of horror and detestation. How much 
more are we moved when we see its purpose 
and its attainment, when we look upon its 
great influence in the progress of the race of 
man ! Then do all thoughts unite in the one 
exclamation, " Let us love Jesus, for he first 
loved us ; " all sensations mingle in the feeling, 
"Let us thank him, for he hath done great 
things for us." Let us now occupy ourselves 

* F. Schleiermacher. 
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in an encouragement to true and cordial 
thankfulness for this death of Jesus Christ 
that has brought us our salvation. 

The apostle gave this precept to the com- 
munity at Corinth, on an occasion when he 
saw himself compelled to impart to them 
some advice on the right use and the objects 
of the Lord's Supper. I have not prepared 
any thoughts in reference to this especial 
consecration of his death. This day itself is 
devoted to recalling the death of Jesus, and 
awakens in us similar sensations. We would 
to-day animate ourselves to show forth his 
death in our gratitude to Jesus. We will 
first inquire what we mean by this showing 
forth, and secondly, prove that this is the 
t'tuest and hest expression of our feeling of 
gratitude. 

1. This showing forth of the death of Jesus 
we cannot limit by applying it merely to the 
teachers of religion ; for in this sense the 
apostle would not have required it of all 
Christians. Bather ought any one who wishes 
to show himself grateful to the love of Christ 
take this oflSce upon himself And the oflSce 
is not merely to show forth what the death of 
Jesus has done or can do for mankind, but 
what its fruits have been for each one of us> 
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what influence they have had upon our own 
souls, how far we have sought counsel and 
consolation in them, and how much we de- 
pend upon their salutary power in the future. 
Firstly, It becomes us that we should not he 
ashamed of the religion of Jesus, that he has 
established, and has sealed by his death. I 
will not venture to picture that we live in a 
time when the general feeling more and more 
slights Christianity, or treats it with contempt. 
This sad thought shall not disturb us in this 
hour of grateful devotion. I will only dwell 
upon that which always has been and always 
will be true. We daily acknowledge our- 
selves Christians; and for this no one finds 
fault with us, for most despisers of Jesus do 
the same. But as soon as any one shows that 
his Christianity dwells not only upon his lips, 
and in mere outward services, but is a con- 
cern weighing upon his heart, there are not 
wanting those, who, with a pitying curiosity 
ask, as did the maid-servant of Peter, "Art 
thou, too, one of them ? Dost thou, too, follow 
Jesus of Galilee I " Whoever, then, is in the 
condition of Peter, and can say, " No, truly, I 
know not the man," shrinks from his holy 
duty of showing forth the death of Jesus. 
And yet this is all too common. Who does 
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not willingly avoid every opportunity of being 
questioned, by those differing in opinion, of 
his most intimate convictions ? Who does not, 
in the presence of men, willingly show him- 
self dependent alone on his own reason and his 
own heart, although he is all the time con- 
scious that he is first of all indebted to the 
wholesome teachings of Jesus ? 

Suppose that you should be surprised in 
one of those rare moments, which are there- 
fore most blessed, when not only the lips pray, 
when not only the understanding brings 
together a few spiritual thoughts, or the heart 
stammers out a few devotional wishes, but 
when the whole soul is taken up with God, 
when we are filled with a living conviction 
and hope, whose permanence we would pray 
for as the most precious of treasures ; when 
from the heart we vow ourselves to a never- 
ceasing imitation of Christ, for whose sake, in 
this moment at least, we feel ourselves strong 
enough to accept the most bitter of sorrows — 
(I cease to paint what I mean, every Christian 
must recognize it from his experience) — sup- 
pose yourself surprised in this moment, with 
the expression of the deepest feeling in your 
whole bearing, and were asked, " Friend, what 
moves you? what are you doing?" Should 
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you not timidly avoid the answer? should 
you not disown your emotion ? It is true we 
should not wear our religion for a show, nor 
pour out the hearths secrets before those who 
do not understand them ; but far from us be 
any timid fear of men. Could we denjr the 
benefits of Him who gave himself for us? 
Wherefore not acknowledge, "Yes, I follow 
this Jesus : I ground upon him my hope, my 
conviction, my repose " ? Why not acknowl- 
edge, " That moment in which you just now 
found me, was indeed a time of the most 
blessed and salutary emotion that religion 
ever vouchsafes us " ? Thus is Christ shown 
forth by us, as far as he can be comprehended 
by men ; then we need not be terrified by the 
words, "Whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven ; for where my teaching 
and my love has not developed a sincere and 
genuine nature and true courage, there it has 
availed nothing, there is the soul a stranger 
to me." 

But if men do not ask after the grounds of 
our convictions and feeling, yet they look 
upon our dispositions and our ways of action ; 
and this gives us the fairest opportunity of 
showing forth the death of Jesus. Why should 



GOOD FRIDAY. 107 

we conceal it? a disposition worthy a true 
Christian is rare upon earth, — I mean a cha- 
racter in which there reigns a horror of all 
that is evil and dishonest, with a desire and a 
love for all the good works of a man of God ; 
and where these are practised not merely 
because they harmonize with our natural incli- 
nations, or because some external advantage 
is to be gained by them, but because they 
flow from a pure source, free from any foreign 
impurity. Such a character, as soon as it is 
perceived, becomes an object of attention. 
For the greater part of its observers it re- 
mains an inexplicable riddle. But how seldom 
is the right solution given by him who is able 
to give it ! A certain contempt of men and 
their opinions often leads us to refuse an an- 
swer to the question, of what kind of a spirit 
it is that prevails in us. A fdlae mxydeaty al- 
lows us to ascribe all to the account of educa- 
tion and example, and suffers the worth of 
integrity to be weakened in the eyes of men, 
and its origin mistaken. A pride^ which 
many hold as noble, is willing to owe every 
thing to its own reasoning and guidance, and 
the power of thought in duty. Far be it from 
us to esteem lightly the influence of such 
motives, or to scorn them ; but why should 
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we be ashamed to give a higher cause, of 
whose first guidance we must, of necessity, 
be aware? What has educated our reason, 
and our feeling for duty and the right? 
What is it that has curbed our passions? 
What has secured a permanent influence over 
our soul, so that we have learned to be pure, 
and keep ourselves from the evil ? Here we 
must gratefully do homage to the teaching of 
Jesus, with its sublime principles, its strong 
commands, its glorious consolations. If any 
one is not willing to own this nearest source 
of all that is good, of him I would ask, as 
once Christ asked. Show me the coin of your 
character and your virtue ; whose is its image, 
what its superscription ? Whom does it pic- 
ture? Is it not Jesus of Nazareth? What 
impression has it? Is it not the spirit of 
confidence in God, universal love and self- 
vigilance? and did not Christ and his word first 
inspire these in you ? Dear friend, doubt not 
whether it is right to show forth Christ as the 
author of this better esteem of yours among 
men ! Give to him what is his. 

Secondly, Something more is necessary to 
show forth the Lord^s death. Many men give 
his teaching the honor that is duetto it, but 
avoid showing forth his death : they are 
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ashamed to acknowledge the power of the im- 
pressions which the contemplation of the suf- 
fering and dying Redeemer awakens in them. 
The death of Jesus is an event, which, every 
Christian confesses, must have had a great 
purpose, important for all mankind. He con- 
fesses that to it must be ascribed the greatest 
of influences upon the salvation and happiness 
of the race of men ; should we then timidly 
conceal our faith ? It is indeed true that every 
one forms to himself his own conceptions of the 
event, and that it is especially important that 
no one should impose his own interpretation of 
what the Scripture relates of it upon another, 
as the necessary and only true explanation ; 
but it contains much, the truth of which must 
enlighten any one : and this we should acknow- 
ledge without hesitation or reserve. Every 
one should confess that the death of Jesus 
increases and confirms our faith, because it 
shows us how great in Christ was the convic- 
tion of those holy truths; that he sealed with 
his own death. Every one must allow that 
these are not merely the ordinary, fruitless 
tears of an excited sensibility, with which 
we weep for the sufferings of Christ ; for we 
think of him as the seed of corn that was 
planted for us, and that must die, that, by his 
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death, a full rich harvest, blessed by God, 
might spring up, through which alooe, we, too, 
are rooted in the soil of the kingdom of God, 
to grow green and ripen there. We look 
upon him as the dying friend and teacher, 
whose last prayers are the more sacred to 
us, because, for our sakes, they were his 
last. We submit to his exhortations and pre- 
cepts the more willingly, because he himself 
was subject to them, even to death upon the 
cross. His last sighs and words touch our 
hearts with no transient motion, but excite 
us to a sacred vow of the truest obedience, 
and the most earnest devotion. We allow 
that he is the one who taught us to examine 
and to feel our close relationship to God, and 
his death was the surest sign of the complete 
fulfilment of this teaching. He destroys in 
the most powerful way all doubts and scruples, 
all gloomy distrust, all timid withdrawal from 
God. This is important to all men : this let us 
acknowledge before the whole world 1 

n. This is what is meant by the apostle, 
when he invites us to show forth the death of 
Jesus. Let us now devote a few words to the 
consideration, that this is our truest and can be 
our only expression of gratitude towards him. 
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I shall dwell but little upon this, since I need 
only appeal to your own feelings. 

Many men form a very erroneous conception 
of gratitude, when they allow it to consist of 
a mere return of favors, and satisfy themselves 
by taking occasion to show it by performing 
a similar service to that they have received. 
But, in such empty restitution, the heart usu- 
ally has no share; and most frequently, at 
bottom, there is to be found a desire to get 
rid of the feeling of obligation, and even of 
thankfulness. Even if this were gratitude, 
we could scarcely express it towards Christ ; 
for who can requite the Lord, or render a 
service to Christ? 

Others show gratitude in a better way, by 
their attentiveness and allegiance, by studying 
every motion of their benefactors, and antici- 
pating all their wishes. But this even is not 
gratitude itself, but only its expression, which, 
towards Jesus, could find no opportunity to 
utter itself. We can unselfishly direct all 
our actions to the benefit of other men, and 
prove our zeal for their welfare by constant 
pains, but how can we do this for Christ? 
Even if we follow his commands, if we do his 
will with all our strength, yet it is always our 
own welfare that we advance ; and this were 
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only an insecure and ambiguous proof of our 
gratitude. This consists not in outward acts. 
We can say and do much that flows not from 
the heart. But gratitude must exist within 
the soul. 

Gratitude is a constant sensation of the 
benefit.; a joyous acknowledgment, too, that 
our happiness has been dependent upon the 
kindly disposition of the benefactor ; the incli- 
nation never to enjoy the happiness received, 
without recalling its source. This, too, is gra- 
titude to Christ, when we acknowledge him 
as the source of all that is good and holy in 
ourselves, and that befalls us ; when, at each 
fresh joy in the salvation that he has won for 
us, with praise and thanksgiving to God, 
we recall him and his selfsacrificing love. 
Whatever is said or done outwardly can only 
be an expressioii of gratitude in so far as it is 
involuntary, and an irrepressible outpouring 
of such a feeling. In this we should return 
to the simplicity of children, if we would be- 
come such as are of the kingdom of heaven. 
How does a child express his gratitude ? He 
bears his presents round to his friends and 

play-fellows ; he shows them how they are to 
be used, and how he is amused by them ; he 

is never so happy as in telling the name of 
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those from whom they came, with love and a 
certain pride. How did many of those unfor- 
tunate ones behave, whom Christ, during his 
life, freed from their earthly sufferings ? They 
went about, and showed forth everywhere 
how great things Jesus of Nazareth had done 
for them, and made the whole region* full of 
his glory. 

After such examples, should the expression 
of our gratitude utter itself; with such im- 
pulse from the inmost heart, with such unarti- 
ficial zeal, would we express ourselves, the 
greater the benefit is of which we have 
shared. Is there in our souls a living 
acknowledgment of it, an earnest feeling, 
then involuntarily will the mouth overflow 
with that of which the heart is full. Then of 
itself will it follow, that we show forth the 
Lord's death among men, as the apostle says, 
in season and out of season, to the deaf and 
those who hear, in good report and evil report; 
to those who heed it, and those who heed it 
not ; to those who share in the source of our 
happiness, and those who ask after it only 
from idle curiosity ; and this is a true, a natu- 
ral, a worthy expression of our feeling of 
thankfulness. 

8 ^ 
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Good Friday * 

** He is despised and rejected of men." 

IS it not strange, the darkest hour 
That ever dawned on sinful earth 
Should touch the heart with softer power 
For comfort than an angel's mirth ? 
That to the cross the mourner's eye should turn, 
Sooner than where the stars of Christmas bum ? — 

Sooner than where the Easter sun 

Shines glorious on yon open grave ; 
And to and fro the tidings run, 

** Who died to heal is risen to save ? " — 
Sooner than where, upon the Saviour's friends, 
The very Comforter in light and love descends ? 

Yes, so it is : for duly there 

The bitter herbs of earth are set, 

Till, tempered by the Saviour's prayer 

And with the Saviour's life-blood wet, 

They turn to sweetness, and drop holy balm 

Soft as imprisoned martyrs' death-bed calm. 

All turn to sweet ; but most of all 
That bitterest to the lip of pride. 
When hopes presumptuous fade and fall ; 
Or friendship scorns us, duly tried ; 
Or love, the flower that closes up for fear 
When rude and selfish spirits breathe too near. 

* Keble. 
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Then, like a long-forgotten strain, 

Comes sweeping o'er the heart forlorn 
What sunshine hours had taught in vain, 
Of Jesus suffering shame and scorn, 
As in all lowly hearts he suffers still, 
While we triumphant ride, and have the world at will. 

His pierced hands in vain would hide 

His face from rude reproachful gaze ; 
His ears are open to abide 

The wildest storm the tongue can raise, — 
He who with one rough word, some early day. 
Their idol world and them shall sweep away. 

Lord of my heart ! by thy last cry 

Let not thy blood on earth be spent. 
Lo, at thy feet I fainting lie ; 

Mine eyes upon thy wounds are bent ; 
Upon thy streaming wounds my weary eyes 
Wait, like the parched earth on April skies. 

Wash me, and dry these bitter tears ! 
Oh !. let my heart no farther roam : 
'Tis thine by vows and hopes and fears 
Long since, — oh ! call thy wanderer home : 
To that dear home, safe in thy wounded side. 
Where only broken hearts their sin and shame may hide. 
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At the Communion. 

I WOULD wish that this my heart, in receiv- 
ing thee, could be all pure, all free from 
earthly passions, set on fire with love of thee, 
my Lord. Lo, I would renounce all love of the 
world, all earthly vanity, all respect of men, 
all hatred, all thirst for vengeance. my 
God I I pardon, and with all my heart, all in- 
juries that have been done me. I pray thee 
give all men the good things I ask for my- 
self; to those, too, who have done me ill, or who' 
think to do me so. For, God I if with all my 
heart I beg thee to come near me, who often 
have offended thee, ought I not to love him 
who may have offended me ? 



THESE are the sole titles to glory, — perse- 
cution, infirmity, suffering, in a word, the 
cup of bitterness, provided we can drink it, as 
Christ emptied it, provided we can repeat the 
words : ** Father, thy will be done ! " There 
is no true grandeur but in this resignation. 
All the rest is vain. If you desire to reach it, 
learn the means : love Christ, and this love will 
give you strength to imitate him.* 

* T. Colani. 
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ALL that are in Christ must be made to 
drink into one Spirit ; yet often and 
often, perhaps, must he return, and ask his 
chosen ones, " Are ye able to drink of my 
cup ? " before that free, calm answer can be 
given, " We are able." And m^ny offerings 
must be laid upon his altar with tears and 
weeping before the aacrificea of joy are 
brought there.* 

♦ Patience of Hope. 
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V. 



Baptism of Christ. 



The Spirit in our hearts 
Is whispering, " Sinner, come 1 '* 

The Bride, the Church of Christ, proclaims 
To all his children, " Come ! " 

Let him that heareth say 

To all about him, " Come I " 
Let him that thirsts for righteousness, 

To Christ, the Fountain, come 1 

Yes, whosoever will, 

Oh ! let him freely come. 
And freely drink the stream of life : 

'Tis Jesus bids you come. 

Lo 1 Jesus, who invites. 

Declares, ** I quickly come ! " 
Lord, even so I I wait thine hour I 

Jesus, my Saviour, come I 



-eyiSygb^' 




V. 



CHRISrS BAPTISM. 

" Te BbaU drink indeed of my cap, and be baptized with 
the baptism tbat I am baptized with; bnt to ait on mj right 
hand and on mj left is not mine to give, bnt it shall be 
given to tbem for whom it is prepared of my Father." 

THIS decision of who should sit upon 
the right hand of Christ, and who 
upon bis left, therefore, was one that 
he was himself unwilling to make. He left it 
to his Father, saying, " It is not mine to give." 
But his followers have been more ambitiouB. 
The popes and the priests, the .evangelical 
pastors and the elders, have ventured to say 
who they are who are to sit upon the right 
hand of Christ, and who are to he cast out 
-into utter darkness. Christ could promise to 
his followers that they should share of bis suf- 
ferings, they might drink of his cup; but even 
be could not promise a seat upon his own 
right hand. We may wonder, then, at the 
boldness with which any minister of Christ, 
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or any community of men, should venture to 
make a distinction, and decide who is worthy 
to be called a Christian, or who must sit upon 
the right, and who upon the left, hand of 
Christ. What right have they to dispose so 
recklessly of the spiritual or worldly happi- 
ness of another? and where can they have 
gained the power ? It has not descended to 
them from Christ ; for Christ himself declined 
it. He did not decline the work that his Father 
gave him to do, nor refuse the busmess given 
him by his Father. But this decision concern- 
ing the right and the left was in his Father's 
hands alone ; and even he could not presume 
to usurp it. 

The pictorial parable that Jesus tells of the 
sheep and the goats represents Christ as 
judging the nations, after a life accomplished, 
at the last day, — a judgment of deeds that 
have been done in the flesh ; but he nowhere 
makes promise of reward or punishment for 
deeds not yet fulfilled. Who can venture 
upon an office of judging a character that is *" 
yet unformed, or a life that is not yet finished ? 
Who are these that publish their bans of 
excommunication, and take upon themselves 
to divide the sheep and the goats, assuming 
to themselves a divine power ? 
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Even in the parable of the final judgment, 
the division is made according to the works 
done. Those are rewarded who had given 
bread to the hungry, who had visited those 
who were in prison, and relieved the sick and 
the strangers; and those cast out who had 
taken the name of Christ, ministering only to 
those whom they believed to be his. Yet 
Calvin, exiled from his own country for heresy, 
could venture to punish with death for sins of 
opinion ; and his followers, even now, shut out 
from remembering Christ those whom they 
take upon themselves to pronounce as un- 
christian. The word invented for their pur- 
poses, " excommunication," has not yet grown 
obsolete. A preacher with a part of his con- 
gregation can shut out from their communion 
any offending member who does not agree 
with them in religious opinions ; and this any 
religious or other society claims a right to do, 
as also any such member has a right to with- 
draw himself. But, in the case of excommu- 
nication, the offender is treated as a criminal ; 
his reputation is stained in the eyes of the 
rest of the congregation to whom no explana- 
tion is given of the cause of the withdrawal, 
and who are left to look upon him as a sinner 
above all sinners. There are very many too 
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timid to meet such an ordeal. It would not 
be permitted in any other sociiety than that 
which calls itself a religious one. Elsewhere 
such an act would be considered as libellous, 
and would be punished by law as such. The 
old authority of the Church still retains influ- 
ence enough to allow its illegality. It is 
singularly at variance with the words of the 
• Master whose name is thus assumed. "Call 
me not good," said Jesus : " there is but one 
good, that is God." 

In the formation of churches, divisions must 
arise. However broad the foundation is made, 
as soon as we begin to raise the walls of our 
church, some people must be shut out, and 
some must be shut in. Those of kindred 
opinion naturally gather together, and foster 
their favorite doctrines. Some are bound by 
a similarity in form of worship, or in dogmas, 
and doctrine ; and sects divide the region of 
thought, as the house-walls shut in from each 
other the dwellers in a city. We would like 
to draw together in worship in a complete 
sympathy of heart and feeling ; but the society 
grows very small that can venture to approach 
each other in this way. In the smallest circle 
of friends, it is astonishing to find how few 
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can unite in their ideal of what the new 
church shall be^ as soon as it shall take form. 

This natural variety in opinions, however, 
should discourage any unnatural divisions ; 
just as, in entering the church on Sunday, 
we do not believe, because we are thereby 
entering God's presence, that he has with- 
drawn himself from the wide world without. 
It is the place that our own hearts have con- 
secrated for his worship ; and for us it becomes 
his temple, only because we have found our- 
selves too small for his grander dwelling. 

So, in this wide atmosphere of Christianity, 
we gather together to comfort each other 
with a communion of spirit, to find excitement 
for duty, and food wherewith to nourish our 
own strength in communion with others. In 
this remembrance of Christ, we would like to 
come near those who sympathize with our 
own feelings, whose opinions we believe to 
be similar to ours. We are drawn by the 
attraction of characters whom we love and 
reverence, and sit by the side of dear friends, 
to meet in spirit the friends who have before 
communed with us, as we meet also the 
Friend and elder Brother of our faith. 

But outside the garden we have chosen, 
and the meadows that are dear to ics, are other 
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pastures and green fields as fruitful and 
flowering as ours. We cannot say that we 
think we are nearer Christ than those who 
are not with us. We may not ask the ques- 
tion if we are on his right hand, or his left. 
Christ himself will not insure it for us. 

If Jesus could not venture to place his dis- 
ciples either upon the right hand or the left, 
how can any of his followers attempt to do so ? 
No one can even pronounce upon himself; for 
it would require the whole life to be devel- 
oped, before the question could be answered. 
Jesus, who, from his own purity of heart and 
life, possessed great insight, and could see 
what was " good in man," did say to the 
penitent thief, " Truly this day shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise.'' Yet Jesus waited for 
the last moment of life before he uttered his 
conviction. Excommunicated, shut out from 
the world and society, the poor criminal had 
not lived so basely but that a moment's gleam 
of faith could light up the dark past behind. 
So in every man's life there lies the possibility 
of change : neither Christ nor his own soul can 
tell whether he is to sit upon the right hand 
or the left, till the supreme moment comes. 

There is one thing that Christ can give, — 
to drink of his cup, to be baptized with his 
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baptism ; but he does not say that even this 
will secure a seat at his right hand. John 
and James, for whom the words were spoken, 
without such a promise, thought it worth 
while to strive for this ; the one in his early 
death, the other in his long life of martyrdom. 

Such a test are we willing to give as we 
assemble in remembrance of him ? We can- 
not rank ourselves upon his right hand, nor 
can he place us there; but we can try to 
understand what it is to be baptized with his 
baptism, and learn not to refuse the cup of 
suflFering that he could drink. 

John and James answered, " We are able ;" 
and the promise that they made they re- 
deemed with their lives and in their death. 
The same promise our hearts are willing to 
make in this hour of communion ; but this is 
not enough, our lives must show that we have 
been baptized with the baptism of Jesus. 
We must show forth the Lord's death until he 
do come. And it is not merely the often- 
repeated act of remembrance that will show 
him forth, but the whole impress of our cha- 
racter, the whole tendency of our lives, the 
charity of our acts, and the self-sacrifice we 
show ourselves willing to accomplish. 

Let the memory of Jesus in this hour be so 
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awakened in our hearts, that it shall not be 
willing to expend itself in a mere thirst of 
devotion ! let the memorial give fervency to 
our prayer, and also strength to our con- 
sciences, and impulse to our life I 



Prayer. 

OGOD, be with us at this hour ! Soften 
our hearts in love of thee, and strengthen 
them against temptation ! Let this service to 
which I go, while it brings back to me the 
memory of Christ, and of his death, while it 
recalls his last parting hour, make me more 
earnest to follow after him in the readiness 
with which I would give my life to do thy 
will I Help me in working, and help me in 
waiting ! Be with me in this hour of conse- 
cration, that it may truly make sacred the 
rest of life, that, thus setting apart an hour for 
memory, the rest of my hours may be fruitful 
in love 1 And, turning away from this time of 
communion, from thought may I pass into life, 
more holy for thy service, more fit for thy 
kingdom I Baptized into the baptism of Christ, 
may I be confirmed in my faith in thee ! 
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Self-Consecration* 

MISS COBBE says, " The Christian, when 
he commemorates the most perfect of 
such sacrifices ever made by man, — the vir- 
tuous life and martyr death of Christ, — at the 
same time that he ' presents his own soul and 
body the reasonable, holy, and acceptable 
sacrifice,^ stands the connecting link between 
the bloody symbol of the slaughtered Lamb 
and the spiritual idea of self-immolation.'' In 
a foot-note, she quotes from Bunsen, " There 
are, in truth, only two real sacrifices in the 
world's history, — the sacrifice of the historical 
Christ, offered through a life of holiest action 
and a death of purest love, and the sacrifice of 
the Church, that is to say of faithful humanity 
in the succession of generations, offering up 
itself in childlike thankfulness through life and 
death, and expressing this as the Christian 
vow in the act of common adoration." Miss 
Cobbe goes on : I do not believe this is the 
ordinary acceptation of the meaning of the 
eucharist: at least it seems (so far as it is 
possible to understand the explanations of- 

* Miss Cobbe's Religious Duty. 
9 
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fered to us on the subject) to be subordinated 
usually to the mystic eating of the flesh of 
the Son of man. The following, however, is 
one of the latest expositions of the sacramental 
theory, '* Life is (to the communicant) a con- 
tinual sacrifice of that which dies and rises 
again, a reiterated life-long oblation of the 
renewed man ; and partakes, as the means of 
its sustentation in this elevated condition, of 
peculiar effluxes of the divine nature, by 
feeding on a sacrifice." * 

With such material type, or without it, the 
Jew and Ihe Moslem, the Parsee, Buddhist, 
Brahmin, Druid, Greek, — all have felt the 
same truth. Self-oblation is man's highest wor- 
ship; " Thy will be done,'' the central clause 
of the world's great prayer. 

But it is not in the one act alone such sacri- 
fice is accomplished. When the high inspira- 
tion of communion has passed away into the 
recesses of memory, when the tumultuous 
joy ceases to throb in the heart, and man is 
compelled to turn his gaze back from heaven 
to earth, and descend from the Delectable 
Mountains, where Paradise seemed so near, 
to tread, with downcast eyes and narrowed 
vision, the path of that duty he has chosen ; it 

* Freeman'8 FrindpleB of Divine Service. 
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• 

is then that the sacrifice becomes a reality, — 
then, when he no longer merely bows on the 
steps of God's altar, but when his heart lies 
on its marble surface bare and bleeding. 

We often forget these things when we 
think of self-sacrifice. We forget that all the 
real trial lies before us, even when that grand 
resolve has strung our souls. Then is the 
actual self-denial, or suffering, commonly 
greater than we anticipated; and there is, 
farther, the natural decline and re-action from 
the fervid feelings, in whose white heat the 
resolution was stricken out. The order of Pro- 
vidence seems to demand that we should thus 
choose 4he narrow way in the noontide of 
spiritual light, and be called to tread it when 
our sun lies hid beneath the horizon of inune- 
diate consciousness. It was not when God's 
angel-thoughts were around him, and he took 
freely his cup of agony from his Father's 
hand, that the Christ achieved his everlasting 
crown : it was when the death-darkness mount- 
ed slowly up the cross till heart and brain grew 
dim, and God's face was hid, and the cry burst 
from his soul, " Why hast thou forsaken me ? " 

And in other and lesser martyrdoms than 
that of Calvary it is equally true, that the sac- 
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rifice lies in the slow completion of the self- 
abnegation, and not in the first oblation. . . . 
And thus, too, must be fulfilled all sacrifices, 
jfreely, cheerfully, to the end; for it is in the 
perseverance that lies the sacrifice. And here- 
in, too, may lie its joy and glory. Each mo- 
ment that the soul resists the temptation to 
regret, and renews in spirit its vow of sacri- 
fice as freely as at first, it actually accomplishes 
its act of virtue, it is marching forward in its 
path, and not merely, as it sometimes seems, 
standing still on the barren rock whither a 
wave of resolution has borne it. 



CHRISrS BAPTISM. 133 



Sermon* 

The Privileges of Christianity and Communion. 

" Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son ; and 
if a son, then an heir of God through Christ." — Gal. iv. 6. 

THE Christian religion gives a series of 
privileges to us all, which are so uni- 
versal, that we have almost ceased to prize 
them. We take them as matters of course. 
If we could be magically transported into the 
heart of Africa, and try social life there, or 
into the intrigues of the city of Pekin to see 
how we liked society there, we should begin 
to appreciate a set of advantages which here 
we owe directly to the religion which is 
around us. But, as things are, we take these 
very cavalierly, as being, in all proper senses, 
our own. Our regard for these advantages is 
really not unlike what we have had for those 
arising from our national Union. We have 
every year looked on the foundations of that 
Union with less curiosity and less ; we have 
talked more and more on what our own valor 

* By Edward E. Hale. 
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has done, or our own wit, or our own sense ; 
we have not nursed, as we should have done, 
loyalty to the nation as a nation, till now in 
her straining-point, we find out that we owed 
our prosperity to a set of foundation princi- 
ples, which we have been so long neglecting. 

I am going to speak of four of these privi- 
leges, which we take for granted, which we 
owe, however, to the religion into which we 
were all born. Though we were born into 
them, they are the gifts to us of Christianity; 
that is to say, more simply, of Jesus Christ. 
If he had not been willing that his Father's will 
should be done rather than his own, you and 
I should not have been born into these privi- 
leges. We may not choose to thank him. 
That is our affair. We may not choose to 
think on what we should be without this 
birthright. That again is our affair. And, as 
I said, it is by as simple a process as a winter 
among the Esquimaux, or a summer in the 
lodges of the Kansas Indians, that a man may 
find out how well he should really like it, if 
he had been bom outside these gifts of Jesus 
Christ to all his part of the world. 

I. The measure of confidence which exists 
between man and man is one of those gifts of 
Christ's. I know this confidence is not yet 
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perfect. I know I lock my door when I go to 
bed ; that I lock the door of my study, down- 
stairs, when I come up here to preach the 
gospel. For all that, it is vastly more perfect 
than it was when Jesus Christ came into the 
world, or than it is now where he is not king. 
You merchants remit your money, or order 
your goods, by means of a long link of causes ; 
all of which pivot on the confidence between 
man and man. If you were merchants in the 
heart of Asia, you would know of no such 
transactions. You would start for the region 
where you were to buy your goods, carry- 
ing your gold on your person, and defending 
it by your own arm ; and you would return 
with your goods on your camel, sleeping by 
them at night, and knowing that they werer 
yours only while you could so defend them. 
With all his wealth of magic, Aladdin had 
no such magic as the post-office. A bill of 
exchange will move a million of money faster 
than his zealous slaves of the lamp could do, 
and more securely. And all these words, 
"post-office," "bill of exchange," "express 
company," are words which grow up as Chris- 
tian civilization grows. Where Christ plantte 
his banners on the outposts of heathenism, 
they begin to be spoken there ; but they ex- 
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press systems of life, which involve essentially 
confidence between man and man, of a nature, 
and to a degree, which exists nowhere where 
men have not had new life from him. 

II. The man who is bom into the Christian 
world is bom to victory. And, whether he 
reasons about it or not, he makes his plans, 
from his boyhood, on the presumption that 
he is one of a victorious race. Here in Bos- 
ton, we take it for granted — from when we 
are seventeen years old — we are going to live 
in a social order, far more refined, far more 
successful, than our grandfathers lived in at 
that age. There is not a point in Christendom 
where men do not take the same thing for 
granted. They expect to subdue the world. 
They would be sadly disappointed, if, on the 
whole, they failed. They expect that their 
census will be larger, that their ships of war 
will be grander, that their guns will shoot 
farther, that their telegraph will work faster, 
that their balloons will sail better, than in the 
past: nay, they expect that their fields will 
bear more corn, that their towns will be more 
healthy, even that their prisons will not be so 
flill, nor their alms-houses. They calculate on 
improvement, on success, on victory. You 
and I do the same. If there comes an hour's 
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check in this victory, we are in despair. We 
think we have eluded some great law of the 
nniverse, as certain as the law of climate. 
But all this is only because we were bom in 
a Christian land. The savage behind the 
Rocky Mountains has no such notion. If he 
knew enough to know the truth, he would 
know that his tribe is always growing smaller 
and smaller ; that its fight with hunger and the 
elements is one long defeat ; that, if he lived 
as long as his father, he would die poorer and 
weaker than his father died ; and that, however 
badly he might fare, his children would fare 
worse than he. And the Esquimaux would 
say tl^ same thing, and the Patagonian would 
say the same thing, and the Chinaman, crowd- 
ed up under the sword of his paternal govern- 
ment, would say the same thing. Indeed, if 
anybody outside Christendom hoped for any 
thing else, it would be not a hope for improve- 
menty such as every Christian man is born 
to, but, at best, only the hope that things would 
remain as they are. It is only we who are 
born in Christendom, who hope for a " good 
time coming." 

III. We are bom again to a sense of im. 
mortality. Jesus Christ gave us new life ; and 
he gave us so much of it, that we believe that 
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it is superior to physical energies. We be- 
lieve that the life is more than meat. We 
believe, that is, that the life is something more 
than the product of the body's organization. 
It#is more than oxygen and carbon and the 
phosphates, just as it is more than manna and 
wine and corn and oil. We believe therefore 
that life is eternal and continuous, unchecked 
by famine, contagion, fever, shipwreck, fire, or 
any of the earthly casualties which can efibct 
physical substances and material laws. Even 
though they bring about the appearance 
which we call death, Jesus Christ gives such 
abundance of life to his own, that they know 
this is an appearance, and not the reality^. 

IV. Because we are born into Christendom, 
which is to say, because we are born into 
the Christian Church, we have a Father in the 
place of a sovereign. He is an infinite Father ; 
and, as such, we go to him. There is no fear 
that we shall interrupt him, or weary him, or 
bring him any thing which is too small for his 
love. Nothing is small to him more than any 
thing is great to him. He knows no such 
measurement more than he knows what we 
call past or future. Born into his femily, we 
know this. We know, that, if We have not 
strength enough, we can ask for more ; if we 
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have not life enough, we can ask for more. 
We can ask, and we shall receive, we know, 
until eternity has exhausted its last subsidy 
in carrying out our wishes, if only they be 
godly wishes which we have formed. To this 
sense of our Father here, we owe that con- 
sciousness of victory which I have named. 
The real children of the Almighty must suc- 
ceed. But that is only one form of what we 
owe to him. To be wrapped in God's bosom, 
or to be led along by his finger, or to be sent 
on his messages, or to be shadowed by his 
wings, or to be resting in his arms, or to be 
whispering your secrets in his ears, or to have 
him whispering his in yours, this union with 
God, interpenetration with God, alliance with 
God, communion with God, this coming home 
of the child to the Father, and of the Father 
to the child, is rest, comfort, dignity, luxury, 
for which even blessedness, the word of the 
New Testament, is only too weak a name. 

Now I have catalogued together, in this 
bald way, these four sets of privileges, as I 
have boldly called them, which we owe to 
Jesus Christ, because the thought of them is 
directly connected with our service of to-day. 
The Lord's Supper is the triumphant recogni- 
tion by the Church of what it owes to the 
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Master. He saggested, and the Church has 
half heeded the suggestion, that besides its 
petitions to God, besides its acknowledgments 
of frailty, besides its thanksgivings for the 
universal mercy, it should, in one other ser- 
vice, make its thanksgivings for him acknowl- 
edge and proclaim its memory of its own 
birth and origin. In this service, it proclaims 
its union, its victory, its immortality, and that 
new covenant in which God is Father, and we 
are children. It makes this proclamation in 
this service in which it remembers him, — 
Christ. And every man has a right to join in 
that proclamation, to renew the memorial of 
such gifts, who is really glad of the growing 
confidence between man and man, glad there 
is a good time coming, glad he is an immortal 
being, and glad he is not God's servant, but 
his child. Every man has this privilege. It 
is true, that, for certain purposes of politics, 
our Puritan ancestors attempted to restrict 
the rite. They attempted to make the com- 
municants a close corporation, who should say 
whether new-comers should or should not 
come in. But their attempt was virtually a 
failure; and in other churches, at least, we 
have outgrown it, and disowned it. For us the 
communion is a privilege which Jesus offers 
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to his own. It is a duty only because it is a 
privilege ; and it is a privilege which he offers 
to all who are glad he has lived for them, who 
are glad that men are knit closer together, 
first ; they show this in the communion of their 
meeting, who are glad of victory instead of 
failure, next ; they show this as they join his 
church triumphant, who are glad they are im- 
mortal, next ; they show this in their commem- 
oration of his death and resurrection, and 
who are glad God is their Father, last ; for in 
this cup is the zeal and symbol of the new 
covenant in which he is our Father, and we 
are his children. 




1K 




VI. 



The Gospel. 



« I 



O Lord! who art the Way, the Truth, the Life; in whom is no 
darkness, error, vanity, nor death ; the Light, without which there is dark- 
ness ; the Way, without which there is wandering ; the Truth, without 
which there is error ; the Life, without which there is death : say. Lord, 
* Let there be light I ' and I shall see light, and eschew darkness ; I shall 
see the way, and avoid wandering ; I shall see the truth, and shun error ; I 
shall see life, and escape death. Illuminate, oh 1 illimiinate my blind soul, 
which sitteth in darkness and the shadow of death ; and direct my feet in 
the way of peace." St. Augustine. 



I' 




VI. 



THE GOSPEL. 



Sermon* 



Translated from the French. 



" I am the way, the tnith, and the life." — John xiv. 6. 

BRETHREN, it must be affirmed, that, 
spite of all its faults, our generation 
is bot hostile to Christianity. The 
pleasantries of Voltaire, which delighted the 
last century, find now an echo nowhere ; reli- 
gion enjoys universal respect; its ministers 
are received with sympathy in the palace as 
well as the workshop, in academies as in 
camps. Doubtless, at the bottom of this vene- 
ration there lies the sway of fashion and often 
the calculations of hypocrisy ; yet, neverthe- 
less, I hold it as certain, that the world in 
good faith recognizes a certain worth in the 
gospel. It would ask nothing better than to 
believe. 



* T. Colanl. 



10 
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Why does it not believe ? Whence comes 
this hesitation, this discord between what it 
would desire to be and what it is ? Ah, in the 
first place, the desire of becoming Christian 
lacks a true ardor. If the conversion could 
be accomplished of itself, by a miracle, the 
world might be quickly satisfied with it ; but 
it wants the energy to set to work upon it of 
its own accord. Besides, though Christianity 
may appear admirable as a foundation for so- 
ciety, or as a composing draught for a grieved 
heart, the world finds it too austere for the 
wants of daily life ; it must renounce pleasure 
and luxury; it must put a rein on vanity, 
ambition, the love of riches, sensuality ; it , 
must cease to be materialistic : and our age, 
though from time to time, sighing, it turns its 
glance towards Christianity, — our age is 
plunged in the adoration of matter. Slave to 
Mammon, it could not serve another master. 

But here, I believe, is the principal reason 
that explains the want of progress of Chris- 
tianity among our contemporaries: they are 
not acquainted with it. At the end of eigh- 
teen centuries, and in a society, so to speak, 
created by it, we find well-informed, learned 
men, thinkers, who are entirely ignorant of 
what it consists. Now, the fault is in us, my 
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brethren, in us Christians, who hide the gos- 
pel behind veils so very close. Se5, your- 
selves, if it is not so. 

A sincere unbeliever and serious — and 
there are many such — feels himself drawn to- 
wards Christianity, whose splendor he vaguely 
suspects. He addresses himself first to a min- 
ister of the form of worship that is the widest 
spread, to a priest ; and he unfolds to him his 
doubts and his scruples. Let us hope that this 
priest is animated by an earnest piety. Do you 
know at what point he will begin his teachings 
of a surety? In order to win this soul for Christ, 
he will demonstrate to him, in the first place, 
that the Church of Rome is infallible ; the 
gospel can be re«,ched only through the 
Church. So much the worse for those who 
would find this way too long or too rough I 
The priest cannot spare them it. They must 
pass over it, in submission, — to the pope, 
or else they cannot be led to Christ. But, 
this submission appearing singularly hard to 
human intellect, I would say to conscience, it 
is to be feared that our sincere unbeliever 
will allow himself to be thrown back at the 
first step. 

Will he be more fortunate if he consults a 
Protestant, one of firm convictions, a faithful 
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Protestant ? I know not. He will spare him 
the ChiiVch of Rome, but perhaps, before speak- 
ing to him of the good tidings, he will think it 
useful to instruct him touching the book that 
contains it, and to warn him that the Bible is 
necessarily, in all its parts, the word of God. To 
convince himself, our unbeliever will examine 
if ev^y verse bears really the impress of a 
celestial perfection ; and as he will read in the 
Bible things that are not divine, for example, 
certain counsels in the Proverbs, certain re- 
flections of Ecclesiasticus, I think, that, in 
striving to make himself believe all, he will 
be brought to reject all. The way that has 
been traced for him will turn him back from 
the gospel. • 

He continues however his researches ; and 
he meets broader Protestants, who point to 
him the person of Christ as the centre from 
which emanates every radius: yet it is not 
impossible, that, before showing him the sun, 
they may think well to teach him upon the 
nature of its light. The gospel, they will say, 
remains a dead letter to him who knows not 
that the Saviour is the incarnation of the Cre- 
ator, the second person in the Trinity; and 
they will declare to him that this dogma is 
the only way to arrive at the life. Now, our 
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unbeliever, being incapable of believing this 
dogma before becoming Christian, being inca- 
pable of forming an idea of the essence of the 
Saviour before having experienced his virtue, 
will reply, with ^^ grief, that he would like in- 
deed to believe it, but that he cannot. Indeed, 
we are not masters of our understanding ; and 
it does not depend upon ourselves to accept 
such or such a doctrine according to our 
pleasure. 

This unbeliever will be lost, then. But, on 
the day of judgment, the Roman priest, and 
the strict Protestant, and the broad Protes- 
tant, who have hidden His gospel behind 
the Church, behind the Bible, behind a dog- 
ma, will all three have to answer for his loss 
before God; they have not shown him the 
way that leads to life directly. This Way, it 
is Jesus, Jesus, as he lived in the midst of his 
own, without aureole, without attestation of 
Church or inspired book, but with the power 
of truth, with the authority of spirit. During 
his abode on earth, the Jews had no other proof 
of the divinity of his acts and his discourses 
than the effect they experienced from them ; 
let us place, then, the unbeliever face to face 
with these same acts, and these same words. 



160 THE LORD*S SUPPER, 

* 

without explanation, without commentary; 
and surely they will suflSce to convince him. 

If, in these walls, there is any one who hesi- 
tates between faith and incredulity, I conjure 
him to forget all the reasonings with which 
his intellect has been wearied, all the preju- 
dices with which Christians themselves have 
perhaps burdened his imagination. Let him 
suspend his judgment until he shall have seen 
the gospel ; for he is not yet acquainted with 
it. Let him read attentively the life of the 
Lord (it is of the shortest), and, after sincere 
study, let him ask himself if this teaching is 
not, from one end to the other, confol*mable to 
the voice of his conscience. Or indeed, let 
him listen now to some of the sayings of 
Jesus on the three great problems, which, from 
all time, have agitated thinkers, — Godj the 
world, the destiny of man. He will see, that, 
according to the expression of our text, Christ 
is indeed really the Truth. 

You believe in God, my brother; and it 
seems to you, you say with a certain contemp- 
tuous bitterness, that this faith ought to suffice. 
Ah, well I yes; this faith dpes suffice, according 
to Christ. He adds to it no singular, arbitrary 
dogma, such as you appear to imagine ; but he 
gives to this faith a fulness, a reality, a vigor 
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quite new. When you shall have listened to 
him, you will agree, that between natural reli- 
gion, as you call it, and the religion of Christ, 
there is indeed no opposition, there is the 
same difference as between the shadows which 
come from without to move across the arches 
of an ill-lighted apartment, and the joyous 
colors with which a summer sun lights up our 
fields. What is God? "The Absolute," an- 
swers reason, " the Supreme Being." " Ov/r 
Father, ^^ Jesus says, "my Father and your 
Father." While the intellect labors slowly 
and painfully to unite every thing into a vast 
synthesis, the heart outruns it : it knows hence- 
forth that the difficulties of speculation are 
to trouble it no longer, and that the final 
word of science will be necessarily a filial con- 
fidence in the Being of beings. According to 
Jesus, even the flowers of the* field, even the 
birds of the sky, form a part of this family of 
God. " They sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them." Though a sparrow is not 
worth half a farthing, he cannot fall to the 
ground, unless the Father permits it. " Fear 
not : you are of more value than many spar- 
rows." What more simple than these words ? 
Might not any one of us have said them? 
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And yet they touch us, and fill us with courage, 
as the most eloquent discourse, or the most 
pathetic poem upon Providence, has never 
done. But listen : " Who is there among you, 
whom, if his son ask bread, will he give him a 
stone ? If ye, then, being evil, know tow to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him?" 
This reasoning is mathematical in its rigor. 
It is impossible that God should not be better 
than the best of us ; then all that we can 
imagine of mercy we are sure to find in him. 
Would you know, for example, if God pardons 
repentance ? Jesus will not answer you by a 
dissertation or a dogma, he will tell you to see 
what a father does when a prodigal child re- 
turns to him. Touched with compassion, he 
runs to meet him, throws himself upon his 
neck, kisses him, before even the son cto 
have pronounced his humble confession, "I 
have sinned against heaven and against thee, 
I am no more worthy to be called thy son;" 
and for only answer, the father bids them 
bring the finest robe, and a ring ; and he com- 
mands a feast, " for my son was dead, and is 
alive again ; he was lost, and is found." When 
the sinner repents, it seems as though his fall 
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had enhanced his worth : there is in heaven 
more joy for his conversion than for the per- 
severance of ninety and nine just men. Wonld 
not a philosopher have recoiled from such a 
thought? Christ recoils not: he could not 
attribute too much love to his Father. 

His revelations upon the world are all sub- 
lime also. He occupies himself little with 
the physical universe ; but he paints it to us 
as the theatre of the struggle between good 
and evil, as the field where grow pell-mell the 
good seed and the tares. Free obedience 
alone having a moral worth, God, he says, 
seeks to realize among his creatures a reign 
of justice, holiness, and love ; he asks that they 
place themselves under it voluntarily ; that 
they found a spiritual theocracy, a kingdom of 
God. This kingdom is not a visible institution ; 
but it exists within us, in our hearts : and we 
become members of it in becoming " poor in 
spirit," that is to say, by our humility ; and 
then, "by violence," that is by the energy 
that results from the humility. It embraces, 
besides, the universality of good in the world. 
All nations are invited thither, the prophets of 
the old covenant have shed their blood to ac- 
celerate its progress, the angels of heaven 
make part of it, and their obedience should 
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serve as example for us. Let us pray that 
this kingdom may come. It will not be estab- 
lished by a burst of omnipotence ; but it 
advances slowly, by influence, by filtration, as 
the leaven penetrates the whole mass. Now, 
this slow growth is irresistible ; for, observe 
this saying, " The will of my Father is, that 
not one of you shall perish." Sjich is the law 
of love that governs the world ; and this will 
of God will end by being accomplished upon 
earth as in heaven. 

This utterance reveals to us already our 
destiny, the third truth that Christ has dis- 
closed to us. But he does it, too, in a way 
even more striking. You remember the 
phrase by which he loves to designate himself 
is that of the Son of man, which, according to 
the nature of the Hebrew language, signifies 
merely The man. Jesus presents himself, then, 
as the type of our race, the ideal for which we 
have been created. I have been enumerating 
to you the truths that he has transmitted to us 
through his teaching ; now you doubtless un- 
derstand why, in my text, he cries, " I am the 
truth." Yes, he is the solution of a most terri- 
ble problem ; we are bom to resemble him, to 
become his brothers and his sisters. Now, do 
you know who Christ is, such as he appears in 
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the gospel ? the man in whom is no trace of 
sin, who never hesitates between the will bf 
God and his own will, who rules himself pos- 
sessing himself, ever doing good, the perfect 
image of absolute sanctity ? This is Christ, 
and this is what we ought to become. " Fa- 
ther," he said, " thou art in me, and I in thee ; 
I pray thee that these may be in us : the glory 
that thou hast given me I have given them." 
You hear him, our destiny is to be one with 
God, to participate in all good, all truth, all 
beauty. 

The teaching of the Lord sums itself up in 
these three phrases : " our Father," " the king- 
dom of God," " the Son of man." These three 
phrases contain the true gospel, the gospel of 
Jesus, freed from all that theologians have mis- 
erably added to it. Our reason raises not the 
slightest objection to these ideas ; and, though 
incapable of discovering them, it receives them 
with happiness, as a refreshing breath from 
the celestial land. Now, observe on one side 
that these revelations of the gospel neither 
suspend nor restrain in any way the working 
of human thought ; for, in a certain sense, the 
problems still remain : the question is to find a 
formula for them, and this formula will vary 
eternally with the progress of intellect. And 
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observe on the other side that these revela- 
tions suffice to give us life, to renew our 
hearts, and make them young again ; for they 
fill us with confidence in God, with a valorous 
devotion to the cause of his kingdom, an 
humble and joyous affection for our brother, 
the Son of man. There are abstract truths, 
and there are living truths. You can be ac- 
quainted with any phenomenon, plant, or 
country from reading a description of it, or 
from seeing it. The gospel teaches us what 
God is, and what man ought to be, not by 
means of definitions, but in showing us the 
heavenly Father, and in showing us Christ. 
Its revelations are persons, not ideas. Even 
as Christ is the truth, he is also the life. He 
places us in the true position with regard to 
God, the world, and ourselves : he places us 
in a state to act as we ought to act. 

Yet he is the Life, as our text says, in a 
sense still greater. 

Life is a force, but a force that communi- 
cates, reproduces itself in other beings. This 
is seen in vegetable, animal, and in intel- 
lectual life ; it is too, seen especially, in moral 
and religious life. When Jesus calls himself 
the Life, he wishes to say not only that he has 
the power of being holy, but that he can 
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render us, like himself, holy, and transform us 
into his image. And, in truth, see how all 
those who draw near him without hostility are 
subjugated, and soon borne on in his orbit. 
Recall Zaccheus, Levi, the Galilean fishermen, 
suddenly becoming fishers of men, and the 
Canaanite woman, and the centurion, and the 
thief on the cross. What was it then, that, 
taking hold of them, attached them to Jesus, 
80 that they expected from him the sum of 
their happiness? It was confidence, faith. 
Christ is the life, because he is love. He 
gains souls, because he gives himself. He be- 
comes the Lord of humanity, because he dies 
for humanity. 

This tender compassion, this devotion, this 
death upon the cross, form the power of 
Christianity, raising it above every religion 
and every philosophy. Perhaps, without Je- 
sus, humanity would have come to recognize 
in conscience the voice of the Father ; perhaps 
a thinker would have reached the notion of 
the kingdom of heaven; perhaps he might 
have caught a glimpse of the Man-God as the 
term of our destiny ; perhaps — but surely, 
never could humanity have known itself loved 
with a love without limit. Here is something 
absolutely new, a revelation all unforeseen, 
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which divides history into two quite distinct 
periods. Since the day of Calvary, God has 
appeared to us with a clearness of which the 
wisest of the Greeks, and the most pious of 
the Hebrews, had no idea. I sav that God has 
appeared to us in the sacrifice of Calvary ; for, 
as soon as a thing new in beauty manifests it- 
self, we are obliged to attribute it to God : he 
could not be inferior to any thing. It is then 
God who loves us in Christ : it is the will of 
the heavenly Father who presents him the cup 
of anguish to show us how far love may go. 
The quantity of love and sanctity that this 
revelation has communicated to the human 
race can never be told. Now, in its turn, 
humanity can love ; for it now has faith in the 
affection of a Father. Compare the brilliant 
but perilous civilization of antiquity with the 
Christian civilization. Compare a Seneca with 
a Calvin, an Epaminondas with a Coligny, a 
Plato with a St. Paul ; compare the exclusive 
patriotism of the noblest Romans with the 
expansive charity of a St. Vincent de Paul, a 
Francke, or a Wilberforce ; with that of so many 
humble Christian women, who, members of so- 
cieties, or mothers of families, have gone to 
breathe the poisoned air of hospitals, to nurse 
the sick all unknown to them, — and say that 
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the beneficent waves of this charity flow from 
the love of Christ, and that, without him, we 
should be fanatic Jews, or corrupt Pagans. 

All you who wish to live a divine life, come, 
then, to Christ. 

When past faults and present infirmities fill 
your spirit with disgust ; when poignant mem- 
ories arise like an immense wave to veil the 
sun, threatening to ingulf you as it falls ; when 
faith in a God of mercy is eclipsed, and faints, 
your heart seeming to have no choice between 
despair and hardness, — go, place yourself op- 
posite the cross. It is impossible not to be 
moved, impossible not to yield to so much 
love, impossible to refrain from throwing your- 
self upon your knees, confessing your sins 
humbly ; and soon you will find peace. 

When temptations surround you ; when they 
have glided into your soul, and, half-seduced, 
you deliberate, hesitating if it is necessary to 
choose God's side, with its abnegation, its pov- 
erty, its scorn, — or the world's side, with its 
pleasures, its riches, its honors (and you hesi- 
tate no more when once you are on that side) ; 
when sin insinuates itself in your heart, gen- 
tly, but as its lord, and. your resistance dies 
out like the breath of a dying man, and yon 
are near surrendering, — oh I raise, raise your 
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eyes to Christ. He whom it is so easy to 
love, he will make you find a virtue less harsh ; 
he who has triumphed over the most terrible 
temptations will prove to you there is not one 
that is invincible; he who has suffered so much 
in order to destroy upon earth the empire of 
evil, he will inspire you with a vigorous 
hatred for all that is bad ; and you will over- 
come the seductions of this world. 

When you traverse the burning region of 
trial, and your poor heart, broken with its 
torture, dried up with anguish, abandoned to 
itself, seems to preserve of its sensibility 
only what is necessary to renew its suffering 
infinitely, look, then, at Him who prays beneath 
the olives, He, who, never having made com- 
plaint, cries now, " My soul is sad even unto 
death." Whatever may be your torments, 
they cannot compare themselves to those of 
Jesus. Wherever you go over the path of 
suffering, he has preceded you ; and you will 
find him there to sustain you by his example, 
and by his words most divine. He will wash 
your wounds still bleeding ; he will give you 
the energy to continue the march when you 
shall have seen fall at your side the being 
whom you cherished ; he will lead you by the 
hand when the supreme moment shall have 
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come, and when you must make the myste- 
rious step towards an eternity more mysterious 
stiU. 



IF, in sincerity and truth, I loved Jesus 
Christ, who suffered and humbled himself 
for me, should I be contented with talking of 
trials when I am called upon to bear them, 
with giving lessons to my neighbor, and not 
applying them to myself? should I be so im- 
patient with the infirmities of others, so dis- 
couraged by obstacles, so disquieted by little 
troubles, so sensitive about human friendship, 
so jealous and intractable towards those whom 
I ought to conciliate, so severe towards the 
faults of others, so lenient and so backward in 
mending my own ? * 



* Fdnelon. 
11 
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Christ the Way, the Truth, and 

THE Life * 

OTHOU great Friend to all the sons of men, 
Who once appeared in humblest guise below, 
Sin to rebuke, to break the captive's chain. 

And call thy brethren forth from want and woe, — 

We look to thee ! Thy truth is still the light 
Which guides the nations, groping on their way. 

Stumbling and falling in disastrous night, 
Yet hoping ever for the perfect day. 

Yes : thou art still the Life, thou art the Way, 

The holiest know, — Light, Life, and Way of heaven ! 

And they who dearest hope, and deepest pray. 
Toil by the light, life, way, which thou hast given. 

* T. Parker. 
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The Spirit giveth Life * 

THE sacrament of the Supper, like that of 
baptism, has its literal and spiritual side. 
He who sees in it only a bit of bread and a 
sip of wine, of which a company of church- 
goers partake in common, will see only the 
letter that killeth, — a lifeless and killing for- 
mality. But lay to heart the meaning which 
lies in that word " communion," and consider 
that this spiritual All of which I have spoken 
exists for us only as we turn toward it the 
eye of our consciousness, and embrace it with 
our thought and aspiration, and you will see 
significance and sanctity in whatever pro- 
motes that consciousness, or assists that aspi- 
ration. To him whose faith can take in the 
idea of the general assembly of our common 
humanity present as one man through all its 
epochs, in all its spheres, the Supper is no 
vain form, but the highest act of the con- 
sciousness of society. It is not the commemo- 
ration of an individual merely that gives this 
rite its true significance. The memory of 
Christ, as the summit of humanity, is a point 

* F. H. Hedge, — Beason In Beligion. 
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of meeting for all souls. Whatever symbol 
recalls that memory is a door of communica- 
tioD with the Church universal and eternal, 
comprising whatever is noble and brave and 
wise and holy in the past and the present, in 
heaven and on earth. The thought which 
connects us dwellers in the dust with the 
noble army of the immortals who have shed 
their light on the course of time, and wrought 
their life into this our world, is one of the 
sublimest revelations of the gospel, and de- 
serves expression in the rites of religion. 
This is the expression the Church has given 
it, showing us, in the Eucharist, our part and 
plan in the common march and the sacred 
host. The bread and wine which it sets be- 
fore us are the symbols of immaterial nourish- 
ment, types of the constant daily feast of life, 
the same for all souls in all worlds, — the 
feast whose food is God's will in daily work, 
whose guests are the faithful of every faith 
and name, whose cheer is love, and whose 
song is praise. 







VII. 



Efficacy of Christ. 



Speak low to me, my Saviour, low and sweet 
From out the hallelujahs, sweet and low, 
Lest I should fear and £dl, and miss thee so 
Who are not missed by any that entreat 
Speak to me as to Mary at thy feet ; 
And, if no precious gums my hands bestow, 
Let my tears drop like amber, while I go 
In reach of thy divinest voice complete 
In humanest affection, — thus, in sooth. 
To lose the sense of losing ! As a child, 
Whose song-bird seeks the wood forevermore, 
Is sung to in its stead by mother's mouth, 
Till, sinking on her breast, love-recondled. 
He sleeps the faster that he wept before.** 

Mrs. Browning. 
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VII. 

THE EFFICACY OF CHRIST, 

PART from any thought of what this 
feast of the Lord's Supper was to 
the early disciples, there arises the 
more personal question of what it is to us at 
this time. We have not that feeling of inti- 
macy with regard to it, which they mlist have 
had. With us it has fallen back among the 
other words of Christ. In the degree of our 
personal love and feeling for him, do we cher- 
ish all the words that he spoke. We study his 
life for our example, we bring the thoughts 
that spiritualized the age in which he lived 
into our time, to render vital our own times. 

" God is a spirit, and all who worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth," said 
Jesus, wishing to break away from the formal 
ties that made religion bind the soul, instead 
of uplift it. And we renew the words now. to 
bring our souls back from the restraints of all 
formality into a fresh, living service. 
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We wish to regenerate our own times as he 
regenerated the life of the world. We can 
scarcely say whether it is the courage of his 
life, or the patience in his death, that draws us 
most. He saw God in both. He saw loveli- 
ness in the flowers, joy in the world, satisfac- 
tion in home life, as clearly as he saw the sha- 
dow of the cross. It could not be otherwise, 
since he had always the Father with him. 
The same faith that gave strength in the hour 
of desertion, of pain, and dejection, gave the 
sunlight of life, — it was the Presence of God, 
We do not need to wait for one word or act 
alone to recall him to us. We need his cheer- 
fulness when we 4re cast down and dismayed : 
we need his rest when we are weary and 
heavy laden. Oh ! we even need his cry of 
agony, " My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me ? " For we can never know what it 
is to have God with us until we have learned 
what it is to be left of God. 

Is it so very hard to learn that God is with 
us, that he is ? Has the world lived so long, 
and still we ask. Where is this Father of all, 
and does he live? No word of others can an- 
swer the question for us. In our own souls 
we must seek for him, " if, haply, we should 
find him." Spring and summer, Moses and 
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the prophets, every thing reveals him to us ; 
and yet we have to wait for our own hearts 
to acknowledge him. We must bring our 
own souls to him. We cannot borrow him 
from others, but now clouded and dim, now as 
though lifted up and supported, we must find 
him for ourselves. 

" The pure in heart shall see God," said Je- 
sus. The peace-makers are his children. All 
good works glorify him. It is he that clothes 
the grass, and feeds the fowls of the air. 
With God all things are possible. "The 
words that I speak unto you, I speak not of 
myself; but the Father that dwelleth in me, 
he doeth the works." With his love and his 
life, with all his words, Jesus showed the near- 
ness of God. How again and again he repeats 
the words, " Let not your hearts be troubled," 
when he is about to leave his disciple? I So 
long a time that he has been with them, and 
yet they have not seen the Father I It is in- 
deed expedient for them that he should go 
away. But, before he goes, he hurries word 
upon word, that they may know the Comforter 
when he shall come to them. The ever-pre- 
sent God I — the Father I All along he has 
been trying to make him present to them, and 
now he must leave them to find him for them- 
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selves. Still, with their personal love to him, 
he would draw them to God ; he believed, that, 
by making that more earnest, they would find 
the Father more easily. He binds up the one 
with the other. 

And so with us ; it is our individual love of 
Jesus that leads us to a nearer knowledge of 
God. We must find him for ourselves, we 
cannot rest upon another's nearness ; yet, as 
we grope, we gladly seize hold of any hand 
that will guide us. And we too are touched 
with the words, " He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father." The more intimately we 
approach his life, the more closely we draw 
near to God. **The works that I do," said 
Jesus, " ye shall do also, and greater works 
shall ye do," if wo only have faith in the 
Father. All the beauty of the world is telling 
us of God. Spring-time and harvest, joys very 
soon forgotten, bright noons of day and of 
night, — "a long time we have been with" 
all these ; and yet we have not seen the Father. 
Now we would draw near to be touched by 
the atmosphere of a pure and holy life, of the 
Christ who died long ago. 

It is our personal love for Jesus that leads 
us to the commemoration of his last Supper* 
And this love is heightened and made more 
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tender by renewing the parting service. All 
that we owe to him of strength and courage 
in life comes back at that hour. The genero- 
sity of his death melts us again as we stand 
in the presence of his love. We have left 
behind vexing cares, great sorrows, unan- 
swered hopes; and we forget them a little 
while, while we recall the words of a greater 
sufferer, Christ. As -he remembered us in 
that hour, we would now remember him, not 
letting eighteen hundred years bury the mem- 
ory of his love. 

At other times we have hours of worship 
and of prayer, our private devotion, our per- 
sonal struggle with sin ; in all of which the 
name of Christ comes in as helper and 
friend. We have our Sundays, and our quiet 
readings, our summer days, our sorrows, our 
agonies, our joys, friends and enemies, — all 
these to make our prayers earnest, our lives 
more fine; but we need more, we need all 
things, all that God will give us, and he is 
willing that we shall pray for more. 

How is it then that we can let formality 
steal over the little hour of remembrance 
that our hearts would have instituted, if the 
words of Jesus had not consecrated it ? Shall 
the prisoner let the shadow of the prison bars 
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still stain the sunshine after he is freed ? It 
is quite too precious for us to let it harden into 
a mere matter of creed, or to have it stolen 
away from us as a mere test of faith. 

It is the meeting-place of friends, the com- 
munion of spirits. Round it gather all the 
associations of past time, all those of our own 
lives, the hopes of our earlier days, the sober 
thoughts of the later years. No wonder there 
are so many old people present, that it is the 
old men who pass round the bread and wine; 
for they have long ago begun to like to re- 
member, and in the hurrying world, they have 
no other space for. such a service of "All 
Souls." The young are a little afraid of it. 
They have been taught to consider it a service 
apart; something solemn, that cannot be 
brought into the circle of daily life ; something 
that must require a long and solemn prepara- 
tion. 

And yet this early time of life is the time 
when more is said of remembering and for- 
getting than afterwards, when life is too busy. 
It is the time for promises of friendship, for 
the celebration of birth-days, of memorizing 
anniversaries. It is the time for very serious 
hours. Life looks very solemn beforehand. 
There are many timid souls that shrink away, 
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afraid to venture upon it. They are afraid of 
their own souls, of the world, of its dangers 
and its pleasures, of its opinions. 

For them the service of the Lord's Supper 
should be attractive for its very tenderness 
and its seriousness. This life upon which 
they are entering, it is not so lonely as it 
seems. Invisible spirits wait to welcome them 
into it, and lead them to the Church where 
fatfier and mother, brothers and sisters, draw 
them to the " loving heart of Christianity." 
Here is not the place for penitence : it is the 
meeting-place of friends. Silent and absorbed 
as all may seem, it is that they are welcoming 
into their hearts the communion of all spirits. 
Here is no questioning, criticising crowd : all 
who have met here are those who have "loved 
the Lord." 

There is indeed a lonely path through life. 
Every soul must find for itself its home, and 
the road to God ; but there are others walking 
side by side. The way leads through still pas- 
tures, through green meadows. There are 
the spirits of dear friends, there is the Com- 
forter, the spirit of truth, of which Jesus 
spoke ; and, at this hour of commemoration, 
these all return to bring strength and peace. 
If any question of greater or less should arise 
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in this assembly, the thought of the last Sup- 
per of Christ brings with it the memory of 
his washing the feet of his disciples. He 
whom they recognized as the greatest became 
for them their servant. Such an act is too 
great for any one since then to perform as 
mere symbol of humility. He must first have 
been their Master to make it an act of humi- 
lity in becoming their servant. It could only 
be done, that we " may show love one toward 
another," and remembered now to recall our 
love for each other. 

It is a solemn hour. How could it be other- 
wise ? for the few words that we are telling to 
our hearts recall the body broken for us, the 
blood shed for us. We have had in these our 
later days our martyrs. Until lately, we had 
not experienced the true meaning of the word ; 
we had not known what was meant by the 
battle unto death. But young boys have 
taught us ; and women, who have parted with 
their husbands ; and mothers, who have let their 
sons go; and last, the nation's dear, chosen 
leader I 

We know now the desolation of sorrow, 
waiting still for the end that shall be joy- 
ous. We can understand better that deep 
shadow of woe that hung over the grave of 
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Jesus. We can picture the bitterness of that 
parting. We feel a right at this hour to be 
sorrowful, as the disciples of Jesus sorrowed 
when they learned what he meant when he 
said, " Greater love hath no man than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends." There 
comes back the long list of those who have 
since then laid down their lives from this 
same love, — names now very near and dear to 
us. It is indeed our hour of commemoration 
of all souls, of all those whom we have loved, 
all those who loved the Lord, and gave their 
lives for him. 

Yet the sorrow is not one of blackness or 
despair. The years that have passed since 
the death of Christ have revealed a light and 
glory that his waiting friends could not yet 
see. We have learned now that the way of 
the cross was the way of light; that the 
defeat was needed to usher in the victory; 
that the seed must be crushed and laid in the 
ground, before it can bring forth the blade, 
and the ear, and the full fruit. As the funeral 
procession goes slowly to the grave by solemn 
martial music, then turns back into life with 
joyous lively strains ; so this hour of remem- 
brance should send us back with fresh and ani- 
mated hearts. 



176 THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

Let us be sorrowful a little while, we need 
the sorrow. Life and action will claim us 
presently. The Sunday services, the preach- 
er, are calling us to work, to earnest labor. 
The week days bring their routine of occupa- 
tions, their whirl of pleasures, the succession 
of new faces. Sundays and week days both 
bring the great deeds that it is easier to do 
than it is to stay waiting for. They bring the 
kind presence of friends, the happy greetings, 
the care of children, glad hours. They bring 
travel into new countries, foreign faces, ma- 
jestic scenery, skies and sunsets, and great 
seas and mountains. They bring the great 
succession of events, the unfolding of a new 
age, the growth of a people, a new world be- 
ginning; great victories, and we have not 
time to stop for rejoicing ; great deaths, and 
we have not time for mourning. We are hur- 
ried on, thank God I and cannot wait to live 
over our old thoughts and customs. It is a 
new world we are living in. We must invent 
new machinery to plough its ground, new 
power for crossing its wide country. 

But we have not to find new human hearts. 
There still remains a love for those who have 
saved the world, a memory for what was great 
and noble, and will always be so. Death is an 
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old custom. It comes, and reminds us of 
other dead. Had Jesus not said, " Do this in 
remembrance of me," our hearts had found 
some way of appointing a holy hour to recall 
him. 

As we come together for this service, 
whatever may be the form in which it is 
moulded, whoever it may be that sits by our 
side, whether those at other times indifferent 
to us or repellant, one spirit now has brought 
us together. We are now all gathered with 
the spirit of our Master, impressing our hearts 
with his image and his love. 



'* The disciple is not above his Master, nor the ser\'aut 
above his Lord." — Matt. x. 26. 

HE who keeps this saying in his heart will 
never complain of what he suffers, nor 
seek for any other way to save himself, but by 
humiliation and the cross. Lord, grant, 
that, whenever I suffer, it may bo for being 
faithful to thee, and without drawing it unsea- 
sonably upon myself.* 

♦ Wilson. 
12 
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Invocation to Christ * 

COMB, Jesus, so much loved, and so loving, 
come, joy of my heart, delay not I Come 
sigh for Jesus, my spirit I Heart of mine, 
pant for Jesus ! Love Jesus, my soul ! 
Call for Jesus, voice of mine I 

Come, look upon my soul, so blind ! sun 
of justice, illumine it ! Visit this heart so 
cold, glowing furnace of love, and warm it 
anew ! Say again to me, to me so weak, so 
poor, bowed down with many sins, "I will 
come and heal thee." Come and heal this 
tongue so false, restrain these roving eyes, 
and sanctify me throughout, that, with all my 
heart, I may pray and long for thee ! Come 
Lord, delay not I 

*. Italian Missal. 
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Self-Love* 



" Christ did not please himself." — Rom. xv. 3. 

/^H, I could go through all life's troubles singing, 
V>' Turning earth's night to day, 
If self were not so fast around me, clinging 
To all I do or say. 



My very thoughts are selfish, always building 

Mean castles in the air : 
I use my love of others for a gilding 

To make myself more fair. 

I fancy aU the world engrossed with judging 

My merit or my blame : 
Its warmest praise seems an ungracious grudging 

Of praise which I might claim. 

In youth or age, by city, wood, or mountain, 

Self is forgotten never ; 
Where'er we tread, it gushes like a fountain. 

And its waters flow forever. 

* F, W. Paber. 



180 THE LOED'S SUPPER. 

Alas 1 no speed of life can snatch us wholly 

Out of self's hateful sight ; 
And it keeps step, whene'er we travel slowly, 

And sleeps with us at night. 

No grief's sharp knife, no pain's most cruel sawing, 

Self and the soul can sever ; 
The surface that in joy sometimes seems thawing 

Soon freezes worse than ever. 

Thus we are never men, self's wretched swathing, 

Not letting virtue swell ; 
Thus is our whole life numbed, forever bathing 

Within this frozen well. 

miserable omnipresence, stretching 

Over all time and space, 
How have I run from thee, yet found thee reaching 

The goal in every race ! 

Inevitable self! vile imitation 

Of universal Ught, 
Within our hearts a dreadful usurpation 

Of God's exclusive right ! 

The opiate balms of grace may haply still thee. 

Deep in my nature lying ; 
For I may hardly hope, alas I to kill thee. 

Save by the act of dying. 



THE EFFICACY OF CHRIST. 181 

Lord ! that I could waste my life for others, 

With no ends of my own ! 
That I could pour myself into my brothers, 

And live for them alone ! 

Such was the life thou livedst, self-abjuring. 

Thine own pains never easing, 
Our burdens bearing, our just doom enduring, — 

A life without self-pleasing ! 




